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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I continually give thanks to God
for the tremendous honor, privilege
and blessing it is to serve our Lord
Jesus Christ and His Church. There is
nothing I would rather do. February
1st of this year, I celebrated my
eight year anniversary as Bishop
Diocesan. March 28th marked my
23rd anniversary to the priesthood
and on June 22nd I will celebrate my
24th anniversary as a deacon. Most
importantly, this year marks the
58th anniversary of my baptism and
adoption as a child of God.
By the grace and mercy of God,
I hope to serve the Lord and His
Church in the Diocese of Albany for
many more years to come. In an effort
to better prepare for the coming years,
I have decided, with the blessing of
the Standing Committee, to take a
three month sabbatical, beginning on
July 15th, returning on October 15th.
In my 24 years of ordained ministry,
this will be my first sabbatical. While
I love what I am doing, I must admit,
I am looking forward to taking a
break and getting recharged physically
and spiritually.
During the first two weeks of the
sabbatical, Karen and I are planning
to drive out to Glacier National Park
in Montana, (my favorite national
park). We hope to visit North and
South Dakota enroute. They are the
only two states I have never been to,
and are on my “bucket list” of things
to do.

On August 3rd, I plan to fly to
Glasgow, Scotland, where I will begin a
10 day Celtic Pilgrimage led by my dear
friend, the Rev. Russ Parker. A few of
the sites we will be visiting include: St.
Ninian’s Cave and Monastic site; the
isle of Iona (best known for being the
base camp of St. Columba’s mission
to the British Isles); St. Filan’s Healing
Pool, Healing Stones and prayer cell;
Old Melrose where Cuthbert was
Abbot; the Open Gate in Lindisfarne
(the home of the Community of Aidan
and Hilda); concluding the pilgrimage
at Coldingham Priory and St. Abb’s
Head before returning to Glasgow.
On September 2nd thru the 18th,
Karen and I will accompany Mother
Miriam and Sr. Mary Elizabeth to
Malawi to visit the Community of
St. Mary’s sister convent. This will be
my first visit to the Sisters in Malawi.
I was richly blessed by the Sisters’
participation in my consecration
service as Bishop.
After returning from Africa, I am
hoping to spend a few days in Texas
visiting my family. The last few weeks
of my sabbatical, I plan to stay close
to home, reading and catching up on
some projects I have wanted to do
for the past several years, but have
not had the time to do so. A few of
the projects have been an albatross
weighing me down. I am anxious to
be set free of them.

With the approval of the Standing
Committee, I have asked Bishop
Herzog to cover all episcopal duties for
me during the time of my Sabbatical. I
am very appreciative to Bishop Herzog,
the Standing Committee, Diocesan
Trustees, Diocesan Council, Diocesan
Staff and all the clergy and people of
the Diocese of Albany for helping to
make this sabbatical possible. I pray
the Lord will bless this time of rest,
reflection, and rejuvenation.
In the meantime however, there
is still much to do before leaving on
sabbatical, not the least of which is our
upcoming 147th Annual Diocesan
Convention (June 5th – 7th), followed
soon after by the 78th General
Convention of The Episcopal Church
in Salt Lake City (June 25th thru July
3rd). I will be saying more about
the General Convention later. Please
keep both our Diocesan Convention
and the General Convention in your
prayers. No doubt, we will all need
a sabbatical following the General
Convention.

+ Bill
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hen I was in
college I practiced
Hindu meditation.
I belonged to an
organization from
India called Ananda Marga. Ananda
Marga is Sanskrit for “Path of
Bliss.” For two hours a day I would
silently a repeat a Sanskrit mantra
as I focused on the different energy
centers, or chakras, along my spine.
Meditation was supposed to awaken
the Kundalini – a dormant source of
spiritual power visualized as a curled
serpent at the base of the spine. When
the Kundalini reaches the head chakra
– conceived as a thousand-petalled
lotus at the top of the spine – one is
said to attain Moksha or liberation,
and your individual consciousness
merges like a drop of water in the
ocean of infinite bliss. This was a
lifetime goal, but even during the three
years I practiced meditation, it elicited
genuinely blissful states of mind.

But is Happiness the Goal of Life?
During my freshman year in college I
exchanged letters with a friend from
high school. In one letter I wrote about
my involvement with meditation, and
said something like, “After all, isn’t the
goal of life to be happy?”
I was completely taken aback by
her response. She said, “I don’t think
the goal of life is to be happy.” I had
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the feeling that she was gently accusing
me of a sort of spiritual feel-good
narcissism. She seemed to be saying
that what made life worthwhile was
not a conscious feeling of happiness,
but the accomplishment of something
of meaning and significance – service
of others, artistic endeavor, scholarship
or scientific research or selfless acts
of heroism.
Looking back, I now believe she
was right. Happiness that has depth or
authenticity will include the dimension
of meaning and value – and flows
from such things as service, creative
expression, learning, and self-sacrifice.
But these are things that rarely
come without struggle or periods of
discomfort. So happiness becomes a
complex thing. Included within the
structure of happiness are things that
we tend to associate with unhappiness.

Makarios – Happiness and the
Beatitudes
In the Greek New Testament the
word for happiness is makarios.
Makarios may be translated as
“blessed” or “happy.” In Homer’s
Odyssey, makarios is the “transcendent
happiness of a life beyond care, labor
and death.” For the Greeks, makarios
was the happy state of the gods above
earthy suffering and labors. Hence, by
extension, makarios came to indicate
the condition of the wealthy, who are

above the normal cares and worries of
common people.
In the Biblical context, makarios,
or happiness, takes on a different
shade of meaning. Early Christians
and the Jews of the diaspora read
the Greek Old Testament, known as
the Septuagint, in which Psalm 1 is
a meditation on happiness. “Happy
(makarios) is the man who walks
not in the counsel of the wicked, nor
stands in the way of sinners…”.
Happiness here has an ethical
dimension. The happy person is one
who lives well – who does the right
thing. The question is: why is the one
who “does not walk in the counsel
of the wicked” happy? Is this simply
a way of saying that if you behave
yourself in the present life, God will
reward you later on? Certainly the
psalm includes the recognition that
consequences flow from the decisions
we make; as the psalm declares, “The
wicked … are like chaff that the wind
drives away… the way of the wicked
will perish.”
But there is also the sense in which
doing the right thing is its own reward
– that by doing the right thing we
thrive right now – in the very doing
of it. “He is like a tree planted by
streams of water that yields its fruit in
its season, and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.”

The term makarios – takes on
further shades in Jesus’ teaching. In
the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says,
“Happy are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven,
Happy are those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted…”

In the Bible, declarations of
happiness and blessedness are
called “beatitudes.” Some of Jesus’
beatitudes, like Psalm 1, are clearly
ethical. “Happy are the merciful…
pure in heart…the peacemakers.”
More puzzling, however, is the
reference to the “poor,” “those
who mourn,” and those who are
“persecuted for righteousness’ sake.”
It is a curious form of happiness that
incudes poverty, or mourning, or
violent persecution. These sayings
have a jarringly paradoxical quality.
One possible interpretation is that
these unfortunates may be unhappy
in the present, but at a future point,
things will turn around. There is no
question that each of these statements
has a present and a future reference.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for
they shall be comforted.” But to take
these sayings merely as the comforting

assurance that “things will get better by
and by,” is to smooth over the paradox.
Jesus is not forestalling the happiness
of the unfortunate. Happiness or
blessedness is a present reality. As one
commentator has said, the Beatitudes
“are not just intimations of the future
or consolations in
relations to it. They
see the present in the
light of the future.”
Another scholar has
said of these sayings,
“their
futuristic
character is not to
be understood in the
sense of consolation
and
subsequent
recompense. The
promised
future
always involves a
radical alteration of
the present.” Jesus
seems to be saying
that “those who
mourn” are at the same time “happy”
– but that happiness may not always
involve conscious sense of well-being
enjoyed in the immediacy of the
present moment; it is about who you
are, what is important to you, and
where you going.

but the one who humbles himself
will be exalted.” Similarly, in Luke’s
Gospel, Mary declares that God, “has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of
their hearts; He has brought down the
mighty from their thrones and exalted
those of humble estate.”

Jesus’ Message of Reversal

Jesus’ message of reversal is not
just a political vision of deconstructing
the structures of privilege – nor is it
a purely spiritualized hope for the
afterlife either. Like the Beatitudes, the
Kingdom of God is both present and
future. The Kingdom of God finds its
consummation in the Resurrection of
the dead, when God “will swallow up
death forever and … wipe away tears
from all faces.” Yet the Kingdom is
already “at hand,” as the expectation
of the glory to come animates and
brings meaning to the present.

To smooth over this paradox and
treat these sayings as the assurance of
a better future also misses the element
of radicalism in Jesus’ message. These
beatitudes give expression to a key
theme of Jesus’ teaching: reversal.
We have seen how the early Greek
understanding of makarios associates
happiness with the well-being of
the Gods, and of the wealthy and
powerful who enjoy lives of comfort
and opulence. Jesus turns this view of
happiness upside down. “The last will
be first, and the first last… Everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled,

The Beatitudes presuppose that in
a fallen world, things are not as they
should be. The world is characterized
by injustice, selfishness and idolatry –
the tendency to ascribe ultimate value
to things that do not merit such value.
In the Gospels, Jesus announces that
God intends to turn the way things
are upside down and reorder the
world. This is what he means by his
announcement that “the Kingdom
of God is at hand.” The phrase,
“Kingdom of God,” is not just a way
a talking about afterlife. It is about
the right ordering of relationships
within the creation and human society.
Happiness is not just a condition of
being that particular individuals may
or may not enjoy for themselves. In the
Gospels, it has a broader communal –
even cosmic – framework. Personal
happiness is always enclosed within the
larger narrative about the anticipated
reversal of the injustice inherent in the
present order of things.
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Victor Frankl: Meaning in Suffering A Happy Man: Dietrich Bonheoffer
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Victor Frankl was a Jewish psychiatrist
and holocaust survivor. He proposed
that life was not primarily a quest for
pleasure, driven by libido, as Freud had
said. Rather, life is a quest for meaning,
which is found in work, in love, and
in acts of courage and self-sacrifice.
When he was in the camps, he saw
that while many were broken by
despair, those who managed to survive
clung to some sort of meaning beyond
themselves. He said, “life is never
made unbearable by circumstances,
but only by lack of meaning and
purpose….If there is meaning in life
at all, then there must be meaning
in suffering.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German
pastor and theologian. As a Lutheran,
he shared Martin Luther’s awe and
gratitude for pure gift of God’s grace.
But Bonheoffer opposed what he called
“cheap grace.” In Cost of Discipleship,
he said, “Cheap grace is the grace we
bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is
the preaching of forgiveness without
requiring repentance, baptism without
church
discipline,
Communion
without confession... Cheap grace
is grace without discipleship, grace
without the cross.” In effect, “cheap
grace” corresponds to the spiritual
narcissism that seeks happiness apart
from struggle for meaning and justice.

The Holocaust had exposed both
the fallenness of humanity, but also –
paradoxically – the key to happiness.
“Our generation is realistic, for
we have come to know man as he
really is. After all, man is that being
who invented the gas chambers of
Auschwitz; however, he is also that
being who entered those gas chambers
upright, with the Lord’s Prayer or the
Shema Yisrael on his lips.”

Bonheoffer was a leader in the
Confessing Church that opposed
the Nazi ideology. In the 1940’s,
Bonheoffer moved to New York City
in order to teach at Union Theological
Seminary. He came to feel, however,
that God was calling him to return
to Germany and work against the
Nazi regime, knowing that it placed
him in peril. In 1943, Bonheoffer was
arrested by Gestapo. He spent two
years in concentration camps and
was executed weeks before the fall
of Berlin. In the camps he prayed,
wrote letters, and ministered to other

prisoners. Victor Frankl had said, “We
who lived in concentration camps
can remember the men who walked
through the huts comforting others,
giving away their last piece of bread.”
Bonheoffer was such man.
His fellow prisoners spoke of
Bonheoffer as a man who was at peace
with himself. Four days before his
death he held a service in the prison.
He said, “This is the end — for me the
beginning of life.” On the morning of
his execution he walked to the gallows
with utter composure. One prisoner
wrote, “I saw Pastor Bonheoffer...
kneeling on the floor praying fervently
to God. I was most deeply moved by
the way this lovable man prayed…
so certain that God heard his prayer.
At the place of execution, he again
said a short prayer and then climbed
the few steps to the gallows, brave
and composed.”
In Cost of Discipleship, Bonheoffer
said, “When Christ calls a man, he
bids him come and die.” Who would
have guessed at the time that he was
describing his own future? Bonheoffer
embodied the paradox that is
enclosed
in
the
Christian
understanding of happiness. He was a
person who suffered – and yet he was
a happy man.
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use the plural, because they are also a
movement of national Churches – and
the Anglican Churches. The return
that they seek is to the Church as it
was before the rise of Roman claims
to papal superiority, which come later.

Let me explain what I mean by
my own approach to churchmanship,
that is, Anglo-Catholic. What does it
mean to be ‘catholic’? For most people
that word is shorthand for ROMAN
CATHOLIC, which I was at one time,
but am no longer. When we look at the
project of the English Reformation,
which gave birth to the Church of
England and, eventually to what is
now called Anglicanism, though it
was not a term in wide use until the
Oxford Movement of the nineteenth
century, we see an attempt to return
to the sources of the Christian faith.
There is much to compare between
the Orthodox Churches – note that I

In my understanding what it
means to be Catholic, in the truest
sense of the term, involves two things.
First, what Vincent of Lerins said in
the COMMONITORIUM (book 4):
“Now in the Catholic Church itself
we take the greatest care to hold that
which has been believed everywhere,
always and by all. That is truly and
properly ‘Catholic,’ as is shown by
the very force and meaning of the
word, which comprehends everything
almost universally. We shall hold to
this rule if we follow universality,
antiquity, and consent. We shall
follow universality if we acknowledge
that one Faith to be true which the
whole Church throughout the world
confesses; antiquity if we in no wise
depart from those interpretations
which it is clear that our ancestors
and fathers proclaimed; consent, if
in antiquity itself, we keep following
the definitions and opinions of all,
or certainly nearly all, Bishops and
Doctors alike.” This gets reduced
to what has been described as ‘the
Vincentian Canon’: what has been
believed everywhere, always, and

riting a column for
the Convention issue
of THE ALBANY
EPISCOPALIAN
made me revisit my
grade school days. Thinking about
what I should write, my mind went to
those essays we had to write in grade
school on various topics. The theme
for this year’s diocesan convention
focusing on “three streams, one river,”
that is, having three different kinds of
churchmanship – Catholic, Evangelical
and Charismatic – in one diocese
took me in this direction. What does
it mean for a person of my particular
approach to churchmanship to be a
part of a diocese like Albany?

by all [quod ubique, quod semper,
quod ab omnibus creditum est]. So,
to be catholic is to believe what has
always been believed and practiced by
the Church.
Second, and this is where the
resourcing (the return to the sources)
of Anglicanism comes into play,
defining what is constitutive of that
which has been believed. Obviously, it
has to embrace the fullest expression
of the undivided Church, as Lancelot
Andrewes put it, “One canon [the
Bible], reduced to writing by God
himself, two testaments, three creeds,
four general councils, five centuries,
and the series of fathers in that
period – the centuries, that is before
Constantine, and two after, [that]
determine the boundary of our faith.”
[Opusc. Posthuma, p. 91] While these
boundaries – in terms of councils, etc.
– might be now expanded, they still
provide a basis for theological reflection
and engagement. So, as Anglicans, we
seek to be truly Catholic in the sense of
comprehensiveness, which is a major
component of Anglican identity, and
can embrace a broad spectrum of
churchmanship, while holding to a
solid orthodox theology. To draw
on the RULE OF BENEDICT, and
the Benedictine monastic movement
has been formative of the Anglican
experience (but that is grist for another
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discussion), we are able to study, to
live, and to pray with any who “prefer
nothing whatever to Christ” (chapter
72, “On the Good Zeal”)
So, how does an Anglo-Catholic
fit into such a place as the Diocese
of Albany – quite well, thank you!
Because to hold to the Catholic
position of churchmanship means
that one also embraces the Evangelical
and the Charismatic as well. The
latter two may not be the formative
approaches to worship for those of the
High Church (aka Catholic) position,
but at their doctrinal core they are
Catholic. Bishop John Henry Hobart
pointed this out in his wonderful
“The High Churchman Vindicated,”
delivered to the clergy of the Diocese
of New York back in 1826: “Pardon,
justification, eternal life, as the free
gift of God the Father, through the
merits and intercession of his eternal
Son, and through the renovating

and sanctifying agency of the Holy
Ghost--these are the great evangelical
truths which alone render of value
or of efficacy, the ministrations
and ordinances for which the High
Churchman contends--and which so
deeply pervade that Liturgy which he
cherishes with a sacred affection, only
inferior to that with which he regards
the inspired volume. These then are the
truths which, faithful to his principles,
he must most ardently cherish, most
strenuously and zealously inculcate.
Evangelical the High Churchman must
be, or, in contending for the Church
and Liturgy, he will prove either that
he understands not their nature, their
excellencies, their divine and spiritual
objects; or that the deep guilt of
inconsistency with the most sacred
principles, and of an indifference in
the most important of all interests, the
salvation of the soul, rests upon his
conscience.” [http://anglicanhistory.
org/usa/jhhobart/vindicated.html]

These three streams come together
in our Diocese to form a mighty
river that witnesses to the vitality
and relevance of the Church for
this age. The Convention each year
demonstrates this, especially as we
gather from all over the Diocese
(and even its ‘far western outpost of
Wisconsin’!) to worship, to learn, to
fellowship, and to be reinvigorated
so we can return to the work where
we are planted. What it means for this
Anglo-Catholic to enter that stream is
a reminder of who I am and WHO I
serve, and what I say in the creed each
day is true and makes both sense and
a difference. Three streams forming
one river is like what we read in
Ecclesiastes 4:12b, “a threefold cord is
not quickly broken.” Strength is there;
may we continue in that strength that
comes from the Three-in-One who is
the source of our life and our hope!

The Very Rev. Steven A. Peay is Dean & President of Nashotah House Theological Seminary, Nashotah, Wisconsin,
and a regular contributor to THE ALBANY EPISCOPALIAN

SYNOD OF PROVINCE II MEETS IN ALBANY
On April 16-17, more than 200 General Convention
Deputies and bishops from 11 dioceses representing
Province II met at the Desmond Hotel, Albany. Delivering
the keynote address was The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts
Schori, Presiding Bishop.
Province II meetings are held every 3 years in order to
prepare those attending General Convention. This year’s
Convention will be in Salt Lake City, UT, June 25th July 3rd.
Representing the Diocese of Albany at this year’s
General Convention are: The Rt. Rev. William Love, Very
Rev. David Collum, Rev. Scott Garno, Rev. Paul Hartt,
Rev Cn. Robert Haskell, Rev. Darius Mojallali, Rev. Jill
Stellman, Rev. Susan Waldron, Mr. Richard Carroll, Ms.
Jennifer Griswold-Kuhn, Ms. Sue Ellen Reutsch, Mr.
Clifford Thurber, Ms. Sarah Garno, Ms. Jennifer Dean,
Mr. Mark Brittell and Mr. Scotty Gladstone.
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riving the 20 miles north on Rt. 40 from
Troy to Greenwich, one never tires of the
many sights of God’s creations; rolling
farmlands, cows grazing in meadows
and the sun rising over the distant
Adirondack Mountains. After driving the 20 miles,
there is a sign that reads Burton Road, indicating
the journey is nearing its end. Three more miles
up a winding road, passing still more dairy farms,
appears the convent of the Community of St. Mary.

The convent, set high on a hill, enjoys a spectacular
view in all directions. On a clear day the Green
Mountains of Vermont can be seen in the east, the
Adirondacks in the north and west. The Episcopal
Diocese of Albany’s Christ the King Spiritual Life
Center (CtK) is just minutes away either by foot
across a covered bridge, or a short drive on a paved
road.
The Community’s 150 acre property, combined
with the Diocese’s 450 plus acres, include woodland,
meadowland and
working farmland,
a 36-acre lake
and miles of trails.
Each season brings
its own beauty,
and “the Sisters
delight
in
the
close
proximity
to wild creatures:
beaver,
otters,
woodchucks,
wild turkeys, deer
Continued...

Convent - 1890
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Community of St. Mary’s today

St. Mary’s Chapel

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

(even a moose has been sighted!), and red-tailed
hawks.”
It is now 150 years since the Community of St.
Mary was founded in New York City. In 1865, the
same year that the Great Civil War ended, the
Sisterhood of St. Mary was established; the ﬁrst
Anglican/ Episcopalian religious Order. In this
country, it is written, “Benedictine in ethos, the
Sisters of the Eastern Province of the Community
of St. Mary seek to live a traditional, contemplative
expression of the monastic life, giving Evangelical
witness to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior through
Catholic faith and practice, empowered by the
Holy Spirit in sanctiﬁed daily life and centered in
several active ministries.”
In 1873, property was purchased in Peekskill,
NY, and named Mount St. Gabriel. In 1890, a
monastic church was built on the site, and by
the turn of the century a convent was erected to
house up to forty women. In time, the Order left
New York City, and the Peekskill convent became
the “operational hub of an Order with multiple
institutions throughout the greater New York area
as well as missions in the Midwest and Tennessee
to attend to the sick and dying.” (Lesser Feasts
and Fasts, Sept. 9).
In 2004, the Sisters, led by the Community’s
Mother Superior, Mother Miriam, sold the
10

Peekskill home and moved to a new residence in
Greenwich, NY. The following year, the newly built
convent and its St. Mary’s Chapel were dedicated.
The convent is a two-story building, designed to
meet the Order’s current and future needs and
provide work and study space for 12 to 16 women.
Private quarters for the Sisters are in the north
wing on both ﬂoors. The south wing has offices,
a kitchen and refectory (dining room) on the
ﬁrst ﬂoor and guest rooms on the second ﬂoor.
Space for guests is available on a ﬁrst-come,
ﬁrst- served basis for private retreats, providing
a quiet place for silence and recollection set
within the daily round of the Sisters’ prayer life.
The Chapel and Great Room, in the center of the
ﬁrst ﬂoor, are open to guests. On the same ﬂoor
is a small library mainly for the Sisters’ use, but
also available to others. A smaller chapel on the
second ﬂoor is currently being renovated and
turned into a library annex.
Each morning, the Holy Eucharist is celebrated
in the recently renovated St. Mary’s Chapel,
with a larger altar, refurbished altar railings,
and a painting of the Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament ensconced on its west wall. This
setting creates a reverent atmosphere, especially
with a bright sun peering through the stained
glass windows. In this chapel, the Divine Office
is chanted or recited daily according to English

Sister Mary Elizabeth

“Duffy” protecting the goats

plainsong tradition. All worship at the convent
is open to the public, and guests are welcome
to join the Sisters daily for afternoon Tea in the
convent Great Room or outdoors and (seasonal)
barn or farm tours. The Sisters’ daily schedule can
be found on their website www.stmaryseast.org.
Shortly after completion of the convent, a
barn for small ruminants was built, as the nuns
were given a start-up herd of award-winning
goats to produce cashmere roving and yarns.
The ﬁber work draws the community together in
a common enterprise -- part of the Benedictine
ethos. Each summer they raise Hereford steers,
as “sustainable pasture management” and meat
for themselves and friends. They also maintain a
small organic garden and process vegetables and
berries. Honey, maple syrup, handmade photo
and holy cards, hand knitted items, as well as the
yarns they produce, are sold in their shop to help
support the ministries of the Community. The
Sisters view “stewardship of the land and animal
husbandry [as] facets of a larger life lived to the
glory of God. The simple manual work sets the
environment for growth in prayer and Christian
maturity. They reach out from within this stability
to mission and ministry at the CtK Center and
the Diocese of Albany, and then to the Anglican
Church and the larger world.”

When asked of women who have a desire to
join the Order, one Sister responded, “Some of us
come in the fervor of youth, while some, after a
full life in the world. What we have in common is
that [we] want to give [ourselves] away — to be
a witness to God’s love in prayer and worship, in
service to God’s people and the larger world, in
fellowship with one another.”
The sisters of the Community of St. Mary
accept women who are...
• committed to giving themselves unreservedly
to Jesus as Lord and Savior in the Anglican
tradition;
• between the ages of 21 and 50 and are
in good physical, mental/emotional, and
spiritual health;
• single and unhindered by familial, ﬁnancial or
other personal obligations,
• seeking to know and serve God alone, ﬁrst in
a life of corporate and personal prayer and
then by sharing in the ministries and outreach
of the Community;
• prepared to consider a lifelong commitment
to personal conversion, sanctiﬁcation and
service within stable community life, under
the monastic vows of Poverty, Chastity and
Obedience;
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Sister Monica with
children

Sisters of Malawi at school

• open to learning responsible, adult obedience,
accepting a common Rule and the wisdom
and judgment of others in community life.
The process of becoming a Sister of the
Community begins with postulancy, then
novitiate, followed by juniorate, then ﬁnally,
profession as a Sister of the Community. The
process takes place over a period of ﬁve to seven
years. During the period of discernment, those
with a change of heart may leave the Community
and do so without censure. Community life in the
convent provides a stable Benedictine balance of
worship, study and work, out of which the sisters
live the consecrated monastic life.
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opened a special novitiate for the formation of a
new Anglican religious Order in Malawi, in south
central Africa. The Greenwich home became the
“Motherhouse” of the Eastern Province*, and the
convent in Malawi a branch house of the Province.
*Editor’s Note: The Community in Greenwich is
the Eastern Province because the Community
decided that communication was too difficult
with the distances between New York, Wisconsin
and Tennessee. In 1983, the Provinces became
autonomous of each other.

“The monastic dedication is meant to be a
fundamental witness of living into and out of God’s
will - not just for themselves, but for the sake of
the Church and the whole world. The incarnation
of this dedication creates mission opportunities
and work as diverse as their personalities and
gifts, but [their] primary focus is [on] a lifelong
working together as a community, witnessing to
God’s love in prayer and worship and serving all
God’s people. Their aspiration is to be a model of
Christian balance and simplicity as expressed in
the Beatitudes. [Matthew 5:3-11]”

The Sisters in Malawi are “missionaries,”
establishing their own African vision for ministry
among their own people, building a Christian
community in the heart of poverty-stricken Malawi.
Thanks to funding from American parishes, the
sisters have been able to sponsor their latest
endeavor, a monthly outreach ministry to AIDS
orphans. They provide a solid protein meal for
up to 150 children along with education and
recreation for these children. “These are children
who have been taken in by over-burdened families
due to the death of relatives to HIV. The meals are
a full day affair for children who cannot afford to
go to school and provide a safe place to play and
learn vocational skills, worship God and to return
home with enough food for the next day.”

The Community of St. Mary is located not
only in Greenwich, New York, but also across
the world in Africa. In 1999, the Community

On the Malawi Convent grounds, there is a
small Guest House to accommodate visitors
and a nine-acre farm helps provide food for

T

his year, 2015, the Community of St. Mary is
celebrating its 150th anniversary, titled, “The
“St. Mary’s Sesquicentennial Pilgrimage,
Celebrating 150 Years of Vowed Monastic
Family Life in the Community of St. Mary”. The
pilgrimage celebration will begin Saturday, May
30th and run through Wednesday, June 3, 2015.
Among the many distinguished visitors to join
the Sisters in this milestone celebration will be
the esteemed The Most Rev’d George Carey,
103rd Archbishop of Canterbury (retired) and
his wife, Lady Eileen Carey. Following are some
celebration highlights:
SUNDAY, MAY 31
10:30am – High Mass of Trinity Sunday, Chapel
of St. Michael & All Angels, CtK, Archbishop
Carey preaching

The most Rev’d George Carey 103rd Archbishop
of Canterbury (retired)

the sisters, their guests and their orphans. For
income to support their ministry, they sew clerical
shirts, church school and church women’s group
uniforms and vestments for the Church. However,
they rely mostly on world-wide generosity for
ﬁnancial and prayer support.
In September, 2015, Bishop Bill and Karen
Love will be joining Mother Miriam and Sister
Mary Elizabeth in a visit to the Malawian Sisters.
They currently welcome all gifts from those who
wish to help the African Sisters in their important
ministry. The gifts will be taken with them and
presented to the Sisters on their trip.
The Community of St. Mary, both in Greenwich
and Malawi, enjoys the support of many
Associates, so named, as they are a devoted group
of Christian men and women who undertake a
Rule of Life under the direction of the Community.
Any Baptized, practicing Christian, who feels
called to serve in this capacity, is welcome. Not
all Associates are Episcopalian; however, all serve
in a number of ways. Some do volunteer work,
some help to arrange a sister’s visit to parishes
and/or provide hospitality. Most make regular or
occasional monetary offerings. These offerings,
as well as legacies over the years, help to support
the CSM life of prayer and service.

5:00pm – Evensong of the Visitation of St.
Mary and Rededication of St. Mary’s Chapel
with Bishop Love presiding, past and present
Bishop Visitors attending, and Archbishop Carey,
preaching
TUESDAY, JUNE 2
10:00am – Healing Service & Mass, testimony
from the Careys, Chapel of St. Michael & All
Angels, CtK
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3
5:00pm – Eucharist and Procession in honor
of Corpus Christi, Chapel of St. Michael and all
Angels, Archbishop Carey preaching
Over the past one and a half centuries, since
the founding of the Community of St. Mary, its
ministries have changed many times, yet, the call
has remained steadfastly the same. They state,
“It is [to be] a place that offers sanctuary for
people who need healing, and encouragement
to ﬁnd God, to grow in prayer and to share to
some degree in our life.”
For more information on The Community of
St. Mary, Eastern Province, visit their website
www.stmaryseast.org or write to Mother
Superior, 242 Cloister Way, Greenwich, NY
12834, or phone (518) 692 3028, Fax:
(518) 692 3029.

- T he Editor
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Christ Church, Schenectady:
“Making a Difference”

I

n the fall of 2014, Christ
Episcopal
Church,
Schenectady accepted
a request to have the
church designated as an
emergency center in the city.
Such a request was not unusual
for this church, as Christ Church
has been serving many of the
city’s poor and unfortunate
for several decades. Little did
anyone realize, however, how
this decision to establish a
shelter at Christ Church would
soon be needed.
In the wee hours of the morning of
Friday, March 6th, an uncontrollable
fire broke out at two adjoining five-story
buildings across from Schenectady’s
City Hall. In a short time, the large
apartment complexes were completely
engulfed in flames, leaving 4 dead, 7
injured and many homeless.
A few hours later, at 5 am, Christ
Church’s Rector, The Rev’d Bradley
Jones, received an urgent call to expect
approximately 50 people, who were
being evacuated from the scene of
the fire to this city’s newest shelter.
Shortly after 6 am, Ft. Jones was at
the church, meeting with Red Cross
volunteers and awaiting the arrival
of displaced fire victims. By 7 am, the
victims arrived, noticeably traumatized
by their horrendous experience, having
just lost their homes, all possessions,
clothing and even the most basic
essentials.
Fr. Jones, when describing the
moment, said, “It was clear that each
one of them had escaped with just the
clothes on their backs along with a
few pets. The next several hours was
controlled chaos as several agencies
arrived to begin the process of
identification, medical assessment, needs
assessment and trauma counseling.”
Until counselors could arrive at the
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various locations for temporary
or long-term accommodations.”

church, Fr. Jones met with some of the
victims to address the emotional trauma
surfacing among the tenants. He went
on to say, “One of the victims was a
parishioner of Christ Church, who
had just moved into one of the Jay St.
apartments with her daughter a few
weeks earlier. Her first response after
finishing the required processing was to
try to help some of her neighbors until
the full impact of the morning caught up
with her.”
Throughout the day, people arrived
looking for friends, co-workers or family
members while the Red Cross, Salvation
Army and other agencies were on hand
to provide assistance. By nightfall, many
victims were able to leave the shelter
to stay with family or friends. The rest,
approximately 20 in number, remained
in the church for the night, along with a
half-a-dozen cats and a couple of dogs.
The next day, Saturday, some of the
victims returned in search of donated
food, clothing and personal items.
Approximately 14 remained to stay
another night at the church. Fr. Jones
went on to say, “Sunday morning, the
8th, we rearranged some of our usual
set-up (coffee hour, adult and youth
classes) to accommodate our ‘weekend
guests’. By late Monday morning,
March 9th, the last of the fire victims
were brought from Christ Church to

It must be noted that the
entire effort could not have
been accomplished without
the complete support of its
ever-faithful Christ Church
congregation. Fr. Jones is
delighted to say, “Without
exception, all the members of
Christ Church were glad that we
were able to be a resource to our
community during this tragic
event.”
This single tragedy would be enough
for any congregation that offered their
church as a city shelter, but as the old
saying reminds us, “no good deed
ever goes unpunished”, thus there was
more to come. In the three weeks that
followed, Christ Church would receive
two more calls to provide shelter for
victims of still two more fires. While
the numbers in need of shelter seemed
to vary by the day, 18 fire victims
remained at the Christ Church shelter
over the traditionally busy Palm Sunday
weekend.
Beginning with the first fire on
March 6th, and through the weeks
that followed, some victims returned
to Christ Church, seeking and receiving
additional assistance, trying to rebuild
their lives and replenish the loss of
everything they owned.
During this emotionally charged time
was a sign in front of Christ Church for
all passersby to see. It read, “Weeping
may endure for a night, but joy comes
in the morning” - Psalm 30:4-5. May
the victims of these tragedies find that
eternal joy.
This story is but one example of how
one church, one congregation, made a
difference in people’s lives.

- T he Editor

Dear Friends in Christ,
The 147th Annual Convention of the
he Diocese
heduled
of Albany is rapidly approaching. Scheduled
for Friday, June 5th thru Sunday, Junee 7th,
ator,
at Camp of the Woods in Speculator,
ng
New York, all clergy and laity (young
and old) throughout the Diocese are
he
invited and welcome to attend. The
Convention is truly intended to be a
family event with plenty of activities and
events planned for all ages.
s, One
This year’s theme: “Three Persons,
” (AngloGod – Three Streams, One Church,”
ti ) will
ill b
Catholic, Evangelical and Charismatic),
be
reflected in the various workshops and plenary sessions, as
well as each of the worship services.
We are honored to have with us for this year’s
Convention, the 103rd Archbishop of Canterbury, the
Most Reverend Lord George Carey and his wife, Lady
Eileen Carey. Lord Carey will be the preacher at the
Saturday afternoon Holy Eucharist, as well as the preacher
at the Saturday evening Healing Service.
The Very Reverend Dr. Steven Peay, Dean of Nashotah
House, will be our Saturday morning Plenary Speaker. The
Saturday afternoon Plenary Session will comprise a panel
discussion by three missionary bishops – the Rt. Rev. Dr.
Grant LeMarquand (Anglican Area Bishop for the Horn
of Africa, Asst. Bishop of the Diocese of Egypt), the Rt.
Rev. Todd McGregor (Bishop of Toliara, Madagscar) and
the Rt. Rev. Darren McCartney (Bishop Suffragan of the
Arctic). The moderator of the panel discussion will be the
Rt. Rev. Harold Miller (Bishop of Down and Dromore,
Northern Ireland).
Other highlights of Convention include a multitude
of workshops; Spirit-filled worship; beautiful music
(traditional and contemporary); excellent preaching and
teaching; a time for prayer and healing ministry; Christian
fellowship with family and friends from around the Diocese
and the wider Anglican Communion; as well as enjoyable

entertainm and recreation, all in a beautiful
entertainment
Adiron
Adirondack setting.
In addition to everything just
me
mentioned,
ministry to the youth of the
Di
Diocese
is a vital part of the Convention
we
weekend.
A Diocesan Youth Rally
wi be held at Camp of the Woods
will
for the middle school and high school
age kids. A Vacation Bible School will
c
be conducted
for the elementary age
an day care will be provided for the
kids and
an babies. Parents and grandparents,
infants and
l
b
i your children.
please
bring
For those who like to arrive early, registration at Camp
of the Woods begins Friday morning at 10:00. The first
workshops will be offered at 2:00 p.m. Dinner begins
at 5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer is at 7:00 p.m. followed
by the Bishop’s Address and the official opening of the
Convention at approximately 7:30 p.m.. The first ballot
of voting will take place Friday night before adjourning for
the evening. The business session will resume at 9:00 a.m.
Saturday, and will hopefully be finished by lunch time. The
main Convention Eucharist will be celebrated at 3:30 p.m.
Saturday. A healing prayer service will be held Saturday at
7:00 p.m. The Convention will conclude with the Youth
Mass Sunday morning.
If you have never been to the Diocesan Convention,
this would be a great year to come. If you have
been before, please join us again. The Diocesan
Convention is one of the highlights of the year. If you
are unable to attend, perhaps you could help pay for
someone else to come. You may register on-line at:
www.albanydiocese.org/forms/Convention/2015/2015Co
nventionRegistrationForm.php
Faithfully yours in Christ,

+ Bill
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The Most Rev’d George Carey and Lady Eileen Carey
From 1991 to 2002, The Most Rev’d George Carey was the 103rd
Archbishop of Canterbury, serving 80 million Anglicans around the
world. Upon his retirement, he was made a life peer as ‘Lord Carey
of Clifton’. He is the recipient of some 12 Honorary Doctorates,
author of 14 books and also President of the United Church
Schools Trust and United Learning, a Group of 46 schools,
both State and Independent.
Lord Carey married Eileen Harmsworth Hood in 1960,
and they have four children and thirteen grandchildren.
Lady Eileen, a former nurse, still retains a great interest
in medical matters and was co-Chair of St. Luke’s
Hospital for the Clergy Appeal. She also raised many
thousands to aid the homeless on behalf of the
Church Army. Both are Vice Presidents of Tearfund,
a Relief Agency and Patrons of The Foundation of
Relief and Reconcilation in the Middle East and continue to serve churches and many charitable interests.
Until recently, Lord Carey was Chancellor of the University of Gloucestershire and President of the London
School of Theology.
Lord Carey’s primary interests are in education, development and a continuing engagement in public
life through writing, lectures and debate in the House of Lords. He is a Presentation Fellow of King’s College
London, Fellow of Christ’s University College, Canterbury and Fellow of the Library of Congress.
Many of Lord Carey’s accomplishments include Chair and co-Founder with Jim Wolfensohn, former President
of the World Bank, of the World Faiths Development Dialogue, the Foundation Board of the World Economic Forum
and Co-Chair of the Council of 100, an organization seeking to bridge the gulf between the West and Islamic worlds.

The Rt. Rev. Todd and Rev. Patsy
McGregor
In 2006, Bishop Todd was consecrated
the first bishop of Toliara at St. Laurent’s
Anglican Church in Antananarivo,
Madagascar and his wife, Patsy, was
ordained priest the same year. In 2013,
Bishop Todd was enthroned as the first
Diocesan Bishop of Toliara.
Beginning as a pioneer missionary
family in Antananarivo, Madagascar
in 1991, Patsy worked as a manager at St. Julian’s retreat and
conference center while Todd was the director of evangelism and
mission in Northern Kenyan
In the Diocese of Toliara of Southern Madagascar, The
McGregors serve in one of the poorest and most unreached places
on earth. They coordinate the Anglican Church in an area the
size of the State of Florida and focus on raising up and training
leaders to serve churches all over the vast region. The people of
Madagascar have many struggles, sometimes just to find water, yet
they find hope in the ministry that the McGregors provide. Some
people are farmers who never finished high school, some are
university graduates and some are children of the local shaman.
The diversity of the people is one of the challenges as well as one
of the blessings of serving there. In their six years, the McGregors’
ministry has grown from 1 church and 10 worshiping communities
to over 32 churches.
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The Rt. Rev. Darren McCartney
As Suffagan Bishop of the Diocese
of the Arctic. Elected Suffragan
Bishop of the Arctic in 2012, he was
Consecrated on 2 June 2012 at the
“igloo cathedral” in Iqaluit on Baffin
Islan, He is a former Crosslink’s
missionary, British Army chaplain
and rector of Knocknamuckley in the
Church of Ireland’s Diocese of Down
and Dromore, This will be Bishop
McCartney’s second visit to an Albany Diocesan Convention.
The Diocese of the Arctic is a diocese of the Ecclesiastical
Province of Rupert’s Land of the Anglican Church of Canada and
by far the largest of the thirty dioceses in Canada. The diocese
covers 1.5 million square miles, or one-third the land mass of the
country. As the name indicates, the diocese encompasses the
Arctic region of Canada including the entirety of the Northwest
Territories, Nunavut, and the Nunavik region of northern Quebec.
The See city is Iqaluit, Nunavut, and its approximately 18,000
Anglicans (over one-third of the total population) are served
by thirty-one parishes. The administrative offices of the diocese
are located in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories. The diocese is
well known for its igloo-shaped cathedral, St. Jude’s, which was
destroyed by fire in 2005 but subsequently rebuilt and opened
in 2012. It maintains a theological school, the Arthur Turner
Training School in Pangnirtung.

The Rt. Rev. Jannuel Magangani
Bishop Fanuel Magangani was consecrated at the football stadium in
Mzuzu in 2010 by ten bishops of the Church of the Province of Central
Africa in a five and a half hour service. Before becoming bishop,
he served five years as Dean of St. Peter’s Cathedral on Likoma
Island. Bishop Fanuel learned English as a second language
growing up as a schoolboy and educated at Zomba
Theological College and Mzuzu University He is currently
studying at Nashotah House, Wisconsin, working
towards his doctorate degree.
He not only speaks English, but is able to
communicate in 10 different dialects to serve his
parishioners as he travels to rural areas where the
reach of the Malawi government does not extend where “the church becomes the de facto provider of
services.”
In his address to the 2013 synod, he said, in part,” We need to ask ourselves if indeed we are
growing in our knowledge and love of God as well as standing on our feet to respond to the mission
that God is always calling us to do. We need to ask ourselves whether we are moving along or just
wandering around as the Children of Israel in the wilderness.”

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Grant
LeMarquand
Bishop LeMarquand is
Suffragan Anglican Bishop
of Egypt, with responsibility
for the Horn of Africa, which
includes Somalia, Eritrea,
and Djibouti. His work also
involves being the Chair of
the Board of the Alexandria
School of Theology and
has a Th.D. in New Testament from Wycliffe. Bishop
LeMarquand’s interests lie in the New Testament,
Synoptic Gospels, the Bible, Mission, African Christianity,
Biblical exegesis, Greek and liturgy. He once served as
Professor of Biblical Studies and Mission at Trinity School
for Ministry, Ambridge, Pennsylvania, His commitment
to mission, evangelism and ecumenical relations is well
known and his writings include work in African Christian
hermeneutics.
A native of Montreal, Canada, Bishop LeMarquand
shares his missionary work with his doctor wife, Wendy.
Together, they have extensive experience as missionaries
and we are pleased that they are returning to Albany for
another Diocesan Convention.

The Rt. Rev. Harold Miller, Diocese of Down
and Dromore
We welcome back two old friends of the
Diocese of Albany, The Rt. Rev’d Harold
Miller, Bishop of the Diocese of Down and
Dromore, in Northern Ireland, and his wife,
Liz. Bishop Harold was born and raised in
Belfast, and during the early years of the
Troubles in Northern Ireland, attended
Trinity College in Dublin. His time in Dublin
gave him the ability to see the political
situation from differing angles. During his vacations from school, he
traveled to many places, including the United States and what was then
Communist Czechoslovakia. During his ordination training, he studied
under the famous evangelist, Michael Green. After ordination, and six
years as Director of Extension Studies and Chaplain at St. John’s College in
Notthingham, Bishop Harold became Chaplain at Queen’s University from
1984-1989. During his chaplaincy, he worked to influence generations
of students for Christ and to find ways for reconciliation. He was a parish
rector in County Cork for eight years, during which time he was made
canon of St. Fin Barre’s Cathedral in Cork, and of Cloyne Cathedral, and
later of St Patrick’s, the National Cathedral, in Dublin.
He has been Bishop of Down and Dromore since 1997. Bishop Harold is
the author of numerous publications and is involved in many projects
within and beyond the Church of Ireland, including Summer Madness, an
event the youth of our diocese have participated in the past. Bishop Harold
is a fascinating and engaging speaker with a real passion for Jesus.
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Convention 2015 Nomination Information
Plurality Vote Election:
The Great Cathedral Chapter
1 priest and 1 lay office to be filled, each for thee-year terms.
The following members’ terms expire: (“E” indicates eligibility
for re-election)
The Rev. Susan Waldron (E)
B. Ann McMillan (E)

Convention Representative to Diocesan Council
1 clergy office to be filled, for a one-year unexpired term.
1 lay office to be filled for a two-year term.
The following member’s term expires: (“E” indicates eligibility
for re-election)
The Rev. James French
Byard Clemmons

Trustees of the Diocese
2 offices (priest, deacon, or lay) to be filled, each for four-year
terms.
The following members’ terms expire: (“E” indicates eligibility
for re-election)
William Boyce (E)
Elizabeth Strickland

Vote by Orders Election:
The Disciplinary Board
2 clerical and 1 lay office to be filled as members, each for
three-year terms.
The following members’ terms expire: (“E” indicates eligibility
for re-election)
The Rev. Adam D.J. Egan (E)
Sue Ellen Ruetsch (E)
The Rev. N. Bradley Jones (E)

The Standing Committee
2 clerical (priest or deacon) and 2 lay offices to be filled, each
for three-year terms.
The following members’ terms expire: (“E” indicates eligibility
for re-election)
The Rev. Paul J. Hartt
Margaret Haskell (E)
The Very Rev. David K. Ousley (E) Vacant
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Current Trustees:
Year Elected
2011
2011
2012
2013
2013
2013
2014
2014

William Boyce
Elizabeth M. Strickland
Elizabeth Collum
Zay Curtis III
The Rev. John L. Scott III
The Rev. Sandra Tatem
The Very Rev. Nixon McMillan
The Very Rev. James Shevlin

Term Expires
2015(1)
2015(2)
2016(1)
2016(1)
2017(2)
2017(1)
2018(2)
2018(2)

Current Disciplinary Board:
Year Elected
2012
2012
2012
2013
2013
2013
2014
2014
2014

The Rev. Adam Egan
The Rev. N. Bradley Jones
Sue Ellen Ruetsch
The Rev. Laurie Garramone
The Rev. Jill Stellman
Scotty Gladstone
The Rev. Paul Carney
William Bouteiller
Gayle Campbell

Term Expires
2015 (1)
2015 (1)
2015 (1)
2016 (2)
2016 (1)
2016 (1)
2017(2)
2017(2)
2017(1)

Current Standing Committee:
Year Elected
2012
2012
2012
2012
2013
2013
2013
2013
2014
2014
2014
2014

Term Expires
The Rev. Paul J. Hartt, President 2015(2)
The Very Rev. David K. Ousley
2015(1)
Margaret Haskell
2015(1)
vacant
The Very Rev. Derik Roy
2016(2)
The Rev. Christina Vance
2016(1)
Jennifer Dean, Secretary
2016(2)
Sue Ellen Ruetsch
2016(1)
The Ven. Dr. Harvey Huth
2017(2)
The Rev. Michael Neufeld
2017(2)
Barbara Beaulac
2017(1)
Scotty Gladstone
2017(2)

Ecumenical Prayer Vigil
Bishop William Love invited Bishop Daniel Herzog
and Bishop Edward Scharfenberger (Bishop of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany) to join him
in participating in an ecumenical pro-life prayer
vigil held on March 26, 2015, in front of Planned
Parenthood on State Street in Schenectady. Fr. Brad
Jones and Fr. Peter Schofield from Christ Church,
Schenectady also participated in the prayer vigil
along with some 50+ other ecumenical clergy and
lay people. Inspired by the book, 40 Days For
Life, by David Bereit and Shawn Carney, Bishop
Love asked if he and the other bishops could join
in the prayer vigil, as a witness in support of the
sanctity of all human life and against the tragedy
of abortion. As printed on the sign held by Bishop
Love, abortion is NOT the answer – God IS! We
need to trust Him to provide another way for
young mothers and fathers who are struggling
with an unplanned pregnancy. It is estimated that
approximately 3,300 babies are aborted every day
in the United States. Millions of innocent children
die each year throughout the world, victims of
abortion.

CLERGY IN TRANSITION
Appointments
Fr. “Chuck” Smith - has been appointed Priest-in-Charge of Grace Church, Canton

Departures
Mtr. Evette Austin - has stepped down as rector from Grace Church, Canton. She and her
husband, Clarence, have moved to be near family in the New York City area
Fr. Richard Lehmann - has stepped down as rector from St. Matthew’s, Latham.

Retirements
Fr. John Henry - has retired from St. George’s, Clifton Park
Fr. Clint Dugger - has retired from Church of Our Saviour, Lebanon Springs

Deaths
The Rev. Charles Blacklock - former rector of St. Paul’s, Schenectady and retired priest of
the Diocese of Albany, died on Friday, February 13th. He was 87
The Rev. Howard D. Thompson - retired deacon in the Diocese of Albany, on Saturday,
April 4th, 2015. He was 73. Deacon Howard had assisted at Grace Church, Canton, and
Christ Church, Morristown
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I

grew up in the Episcopal Church
at St. Ann’s in Amsterdam. My
father died when I was 6 and
my sister and I would walk to
church every Sunday, though
it was only about a mile each way.
The seeds of my faith were planted at
St. Ann’s.
When I was 7, I started singing
in the girls choir, which sang at the
first service on Sunday mornings.
When I was about 9, all I wanted
for Christmas was Hurlbut’s Bible
Stories for Children. Without a father
in the house, Christmas gifts were
quite limited, but I was very happy to
receive the Bible I wanted. I treasured
that book for many years, until I
gave it as a gift to a young girl who
asked me to be her sponsor when she
was confirmed at St. Ann’s. She was
without a father as I was at her age.
As a teen, I was involved with Youth
Fellowship and was so proud to be a
member of St. Ann’s! I rather felt sad
for the young people who came from
other churches to be part of our Youth
Fellowship that they weren’t a part of
the church I loved.
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I always told people that I was
brought up to be an Episcopalian,
Republican and a Brooklyn Dodger
fan. (That order might not be correct.
The Dodgers might have been #1).
But in my marriage, I went as far
wrong as I could go – marrying a
Methodist, Democrat and a Yankee
fan! Two months after our wedding,
my husband was drafted. He was
stationed at Fort Sam Houston in
San Antonio, Texas. After our first
daughter was born, we joined him
in Texas.
I tried a few Episcopal churches
in San Antonio, but they were not
what I was accustomed to and did
not feel welcome. Also, my Methodist
husband was not too eager to be an
Episcopalian. So, life went on, but
pretty much without church. After our
second daughter was born, God put a
faith-filled woman in my path, Lois
Johnson. Little by little, Lois began
to tell me stories about the Sunday
School class she and her family
attended at Jefferson Methodist
Church. Lois made the class sound
so interesting that we wanted to go,
so we did. And we kept on going.
Our second and third daughters were
baptized there.
One of the things Lois told me was
that “going to church was like putting
money in the bank. You may not need
it at that time but it was there to draw
on when you did need it.” I never
forgot that. Lois and her husband
Glynn, lived their Christianity, doing
for others without expecting anything,

or even wanting anything in return. I
think some of the things I do today are
because of the example Lois showed
me. I think I am paying it forward
when I give rides to church, when I
am a Chalice Bearer, and when taking
communion to shut-ins. Lois taught
me so much about faith and serving
the Lord, but she also taught me one
very practical thing. She taught me to
drive when my husband was not so
eager to do so!
Lois’ faith was strong, because it
was tested. She had to suffer quite a
bit. Her younger son, Tim, died at age
18 from kidney failure. Lois herself
died at age 42 of breast cancer. Her
strong faith showed through when
the doctor gave her the news that she
would not survive. She cupped her
hands around his face and told him
not to worry, because she was going
to a better place.
Ultimately, my family moved back
home to Amsterdam and for many
more years we continued to attend
the Methodist Church. We all went
faithfully, but as I reflect on it now, we
were doing what we felt we should be
doing as parents. I doubt that I had a
great deal of faith during this time. I
certainly do not think I knew God.
In the 70’s, with our children fairly
well grown, it became easy not to go
to church anymore. We got out of
the habit. We didn’t go to church for
several years. But that changed. God
does work in mysterious ways. We
always had my mom up for either a
dinner or barbecue on weekends. One

Episcopal Church
at St. Ann’s in
Amsterdam

weekend, without any thoughts ahead
of time, I found myself asking my
mother, “Do you still go to 8 o’clock
at St Ann’s?” When she replied, “Yes”,
I found myself saying I would go with
her the next day. I am thankful that
I did and that she had her daughter
“back in the fold,” because a year later,
she passed away.

I am still at St. Ann’s. Much has
gone into my faith journey. Much
of it I credit to Lois Johnson, who,
by example, lived a modest life and
gave so much. I guess I would say
the seeds were planted when I was
young, watered and nurtured by Lois
Johnson, and now, are maturing into
a stronger faith than ever at St. Ann’s,
where it all started.
My faith has matured tremendously
in recent years because the more you
do for Christ, the better faith grows.
One of my daughters attends St. Ann’s.
Her son will be traveling to Ireland
this summer on the Summer Madness

Mission trip. He is the 6th generation
of my family to attend St. Ann’s. I am
part of a legacy of faith. It was given to
me by my mom and my husband and
I have passed it on to our children, and
they are passing it on to their children.
Mostly, I credit Lois Johnson for
sowing those seeds of faith and giving
me a good example by living the life
of a devout follower of Jesus. She
remains an example for me. I think of
her often when I drive and draw on
the faith that she helped nurture in
me. I can only hope to provide such
an example for others.

UPCOMING DIOCESAN EVENTS
May
2
4

5
6
7
9
15-17
17
30

June (continued)
Cursillo Reunion (TBA)
Standing Committee Meeting
Pre-convention Information Meeting (Messiah,
Glens Falls)
Pre-convention Information Meeting
(St. Mark’s, Malone)
Pre-convention Information Meeting (CAS)
Pre-convention Information Meeting (Christ
Church, Cooperstown)
Commission on Ministry Meeting
Daughters of the King Province II Retreat (CTK)
Holy Orders Interest Meeting – Greater Capital
District (TBD)
Ordinations (CAS)

June
1
5-7
13
14

Standing Committee Meeting (if required)
147th Convention of the Diocese of Albany
(Camp of the Woods)
Commission on Ministry Meeting (if required)
Holy Orders Interest Meeting – Trinity, Potsdam

16
Deans Meeting
25-3 Jul 78th General Convention of the DFMS (Salt
Palace, SLC, UT)

July
29

Trustees Meeting

August
16

Community of St. Mary – Special Pilgrimage

September
2-18
6
11-13
12
14
26
30

+BL Visitation to Community of St. Mary,
Malawi
Diocesan Council (CTK)
Postulant & Candidate Retreat
Commission on Ministry Meeting
Standing Committee Meeting
Bible Symposium
Trustees Meeting

21

22

23
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The Diocese of Albany is One
Church fulfilling the Great
Commandment and Great
Commission, moving from
membership to discipleship;
equipping, emboldening and
sending disciples to make
disciples.
- Diocesan Vision
The Albany Episcopalian is printed four times
a year. Publication is scheduled the months of
March, May, September and December.
Submissions for consideration must be
received prior to the first Monday of the
month before publication. News items
of diocesan interest are welcome, and
should be sent to the Business Office at 580
Burton Road, Greenwich, NY 12834, in
care of Editor or transmitted via e-mail to:
TAEeditor@albanydiocese.org.

Diocesan Website
For the most up-to-date information about
events in the diocese, parish and clergy
directories, mission news, parish resources,
and more, visit the diocesan website at www.
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org. You can also
visit us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
albanydiocese.

BISHOP LOVE’S VISITATION SCHEDULE
May
3
10
17
18-22
24
30
31

St. Timothy’s, Westford
Cathedral of All Saints
Calvary Church, Cairo and Gloria Dei, Palenville
Nashotah House Trustees Mtg and
Commencement
Pentecost - St. Paul’s, Keeseville
Ordinations (Cathedral of All Saints)
Trinity Sunday - St. Ann’s, Amsterdam

June
5-7
14

21
25-3 Jul

147th Convention of the Diocese of Albany
(COTW)
St. Paul’s, Waddington (AM)
Holy Orders Interest Meeting – Trinity, Potsdam
Zion Church, Colton (PM)
St. John the Evangelist, Copake Falls
78th General Convention of the FMS
(Salt Palace, SLC, UT)

July – August
To be determined

