




We dedicate this 150th Anniversary Booklet of the Diocese of Albany to 
the Glory of God in love and thanksgiving for all those – lay and ordained, 
who have so faithfully proclaimed through word and deed the Gospel of 

our Lord Jesus Christ these past 150 years and beyond. 

      May this booklet help us remember and celebrate our past; 
encourage and inspire us in the present; and give us hope for the future, 
as we continue to move forward as “Disciples making Disciples” guided 

and empowered by the Holy Spirit, fulfilling the Great Commandment and 
Great Commission in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen!

Faithfully Your Brother in Christ, 

Bishop of Albany

Special Acknowledgements:

It is with much thanks and appreciation that we recognize Lay Canon 
George Marshall for all his efforts in putting this 150th Anniversary 

Booklet together.  Without his dedication, vision and tireless efforts, this 
booklet would not have happened. Special thanks also to Mr. George S. 
Baldwin and The Rev. Canon Robert F. Haskell, for their assistance in this 

effort.  We give thanks to God for our dear Brothers.

+ William H. Love

+ Bill
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To help commemorate the 150th Anniversary Celebration of 

the Diocese of Albany, this booklet provides its readers with 

an abbreviated story of this Diocese’s long and rich history. 

Special thanks go to those who created the booklet, 

“The Episcopal Diocese of Albany 1868 -1968”, 

from which much has been extracted in printing this issue. 

We pray you will find this narrative informative. 
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History

he Years 1609 - 1769

The date of the official founding 
of the Diocese of Albany was 
1868; however, its story actually 
began more than two and a half 
centuries earlier…in the year 
1609.

Following the explorations 
of Henry Hudson in 1609, 
Dutch Reformed domines 
(Dutch Reverends) came and 
established churches to minister 
to the settlers in the American 
colonies.   New Amsterdam 
(eventually Albany) became a 
melting pot of nationalities and 
diverse religions. When England 
seized the New Amsterdam 
colony from the Dutch in 1664 
there was a well-established 
community of English settlers.  
As the 18th century began 
(1701) the work of English 
missionaries was already 
significant.  By 1715, the first 
St. Peter’s Church was built in 
Albany. Its rector was Thomas 
Barclay who spoke Dutch and 
was also able to communicate 
with the local Indians, serving 
a congregation of diverse 
character. His congregation 
included English officials, 
soldiers of the local garrison, 
and Dutch burghers who had 
joined the English church.  
Thomas Barclay was not only 
the rector of St. Peter’s, but he 
was also chaplain of the fort, 
as well as providing pastoral 
care to the settlements in 
Schenectady and the 
Mohawk Valley. 

By the late 1730’s, Thomas 
Barclay’s son, Henry, led 
the parish and the Church 

flourished. Like his father, 
Henry Barclay knew the 
Dutch language and also had 
experience ministering to the 
Indians.  Even as the church 
grew, the political situation 
changed in 1744. War between 
England and France (“King 
George’s War”) led to changes.  
The frontier post became more 
of a military base of operations 
and the ministry to the Indians 
was forced to end for a time.  
Two years later, in 1746, Henry 
Barclay left Albany to become 
Rector of Trinity Parish, New 
York City.

Peace came in 1748. Henry 
Barclay did not return to 
Albany, however, John Ogilvie 
succeeded him.  Like the 
Barclays, Ogilvie was fluent in 
the Dutch, English and Indian 
languages. Under his leadership, 
in 1750, St. Peter’s Church, 
Albany, began to grow. 

 One other church got an “early 
start” to later become St. 
Ann’s, Amsterdam. In 1702, 
the sachems of the Mohawk 
nation petitioned Queen Ann of 
England to “…be a good mother 
and send someone to teach 
[them] religion.”  Following a 
visit of four Mohawk sachems 
to England in 1710, a Chapel 
was built and furnished by the 
Queen at Fort Hunter. Queen 
Ann’s Chapel ministered to 
the Mohawks until it closed in 
1777 during the Revolutionary 
War, as most of the Mohawks 
and Anglicans were Loyalists. 
It was revived in 1831 and 
incorporated as St. Ann’s 
Church. 

Another major contributor to 
church growth in this area was 
William Johnson, aka Sir William 
Johnson.  An agent of the 
colony in their dealings with the 
Indians, Johnson encouraged 
amicability during the War and 
he was able to assist Ogilvie in 
his missionary work. Ogilvie, in 
turn accompanied Johnson to 
Indian conferences and served 
as Johnson’s correspondent 
in Albany.  

William Johnson was a vital force 
in “growing the Church.”  He 
was an architect, a benefactor 
in building several, and a 
recruiter of ministers for these 
churches. He also helped 
in finding housing for these 
ministers.  In 1758, Sir William 
helped to erect St. George’s 
Church, Schenectady, completed 
in 1769.  The growth of St. 
George’s congregation began 
in 1735, but the construction of 
their building was interrupted 
as funding decimated. Sir 
William provided the needed 
funds to complete St. George’s, 
Schenectady which stands today.  
Among the many other churches 
he built was St. John’s Church, 
Johnstown, in the town named 
after him. 

Sir William’s efforts to build 
churches continued occasionally 
with the help of the Indians.  In 
some cases, Mohawk lay readers 
held services.  Schools were 
built, often staffed by members 
of the Indian community.  This 
missionary drive and focus on 
instruction to the Indians led 
to the creation of a Mohawk 
prayerbook.

T
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Sir William’s efforts to find 
ministers made him a strong 
advocate for the colonies and 
he encouraged the possibility 
of consecrating an American 
bishop. Up to that time, clerical 
candidates for colonial churches 
could only be sought in London, 
England.  Other challenges 
to the growth of American 
churches pointed to the real 
need for choosing an American 
consecrated bishop in 1750, 
and then again after the peace 
of 1763. 

The American Revolution

The growing demand for 
consecrating an American 
bishop put the Anglican clergy 
in direct opposition to the 
Revolutionary movement.  
Viewing themselves as bound by 
their ordination oath of loyalty to 
the Crown, clergy were closely 
associated with the British 
royal officials.  The American 
church had strong ties with the 
Crown. But as the American 
Revolution about to begin, it 
was very much a period of great 
stress for colonial churches.  
Prayers for the royal family were 
forbidden by the Revolutionary 
Committee, leading to an end 
of services at St. Peter’s, Albany. 
The Reverend Harry Munro 
was permitted to continue as 
chaplain at [“the fort”]; however, 
before long Reverend Munro 
was suspected of plotting with 
the Tories and he was jailed.  In 
1777 he managed to escape 
jail and fled to Canada.  Another 
minister, The Reverend John 
Doty, in Schenectady, stopped 
services after the Declaration 
of Independence was signed. 

He was twice arrested and 
confined in the Albany jail.  Also, 
The Reverend John Stuart at 
Fort Hunter was suspected of 
influencing the Mohawks to side 
with the British.  Forced to flee 
when the church and manse 
were ransacked and looted 
in 1777, he fled to Canada 
in 1781, where he served as 
pastor to the Iroquois, who 
settled there after the war. 
These events, as well as others 
led to the cessation of nearly 
all services in the established 
Episcopal churches until after 
the Revolution. Church lands 
were abandoned or confiscated, 
and their service buildings were 
neglected.  However, these 
churches were not “seized” by 
the Revolutionists. 

Not all Episcopalians were 
Tories.  Congregations were 
divided.  Some “conservatives” 
tried to be neutral. Some 
earnest churchmen were 
patriotic Americans active in the 
Revolution.  Most prominent 
among them was General Philip 
Schuyler, who was a member of 
St. Peter’s, Albany.  And yet, the 
breaking of ties with the Church 
of England threatened disaster.  
It is remarkable, however, that in 
a few years after the Revolution, 
the Episcopal churches in this 
area began to grow again. 

Aftermath of the 
American Revolution

After the Revolution, the 
American Episcopal Church was 
forced to “reorganize” itself.  
A State convention of clergy in 
1780 addressed the subject 
of organization and authority.  

Attendees elected a few of 
their own members to seek 
their consecration as bishops, 
in England. Their effort posed 
problems involving jurisdiction 
as well as legal procedures. This 
being so, the English bishops 
were reluctant to act on the 
demands of the American clergy. 

In 1784, having failed in his 
mission to England, The 
Reverend Samuel Seabury* 
traveled north to be consecrated 
by three non-juring bishops 
of Scotland.  Later, three 
other American bishops were 
consecrated in England, 
ensuring the apostolic 
succession of clergy in the 
American church.

*Samuel Seabury (November 30, 1729 – 
February 25, 1796)  In the year 1784, the 
Rev. Samuel Seabury, rector of St. Peter’s 
Church, Westchester, New York, was 
consecrated as Bishop for the Church in 
Connecticut. He was the fi rst American 
Episcopal bishop, the fi rst Bishop of 
Connecticut, the second Presiding Bishop 
of the Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America, and a leading Loyalist 
in New York City during the American 
Revolution. 
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Immediately after the American 
Revolution came a time of 
change and rapid growth; 
a time of reconstruction, a 
spirit of independence and 
optimism.  In 1787, after an 
act was passed in the British 
Parliament, whereby English 
bishops were empowered to 
confer the episcopate upon men 
who were not subject to the 
British Crown, Samuel Provoost 
was consecrated as the first 
bishop of New York (Bishop 
of New York 1787 – 1801)  by 
John Moore, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, William Markam, the 
Archbishop of York, and Charles 
Moss, Bishop of Bath and 
Wells.  Shortly thereafter came 
the 1790’s that brought the 
“Second Great Awakening,” an 
evangelical revival which affected 
people of all churches. Laymen 
were inspired to take the 
initiative in spreading Christian 
teachings. In the Episcopal 
Church, the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel (S.P.G) 
was founded in New York State 
and new parishes were started.  

As population spread into newly 
opened regions of the state, 
Episcopal laymen came together 
to organize and provide for 
services. They raised money by 
subscription and sought the help 
of nearby parishes.  Much of this 
expansion was made possible by 
grants from Trinity parish, New 
York, both to individuals and to 
churches. 

The five original churches of 
the area were all closed during 
the Revolution, but only one 
reopened by 1790. By 1810 
there were 25 parishes served 
by 14 priests, with 10 new 
church buildings.

The Reverend Daniel Nash

Much of the growth of the church 
in upstate New York, 1804 to 
1816, can be largely attributed 
to one particular priest, The 
Reverend Daniel Nash. Before 
his ordination to the priesthood, 
“in the 1790’s he moved to 
New Lebanon, New York, taught 
school and became a lay leader 
in the Church. While there, 
he met Olive Lusk, who later 
became his wife and partner in 
missionary work. Traveling to 
the ‘wilds’ of Otsego County, 
they lived in various one room 
cabins built of unhewn logs, with 
scarcely a pane of glass to let in 
light sufficient to read the Bible.  
Sunday mornings, he, Olive and 
child would make the trek to 
Exeter and Morris for services. 
Fr. Nash officiated and preached, 
and Olive led the responses 
and singing. 

On October 11th, 1801, Daniel 
Nash was ordained to the 
priesthood by the Rt. Reverend 
Benjamin Moore, the newly 
consecrated [2nd] Bishop of New 
York.  The Bishop reflected upon 
this event and wrote, ‘Yesterday I 
ordained Fr. Nash a priest; and it 
affords me no little satisfaction 
to reflect that the first act of my 
Episcopal functions has been 
employed in elevating to the 
priesthood so worthy a man.’ 

Fr. Nash’s ministry was marked 
by great devotion and energy, 
going from home to home, 
catechizing, teaching, and 
baptizing whole families.  He 
preached to the Oneida Indians, 
and was loved by children. From 
1804 to 1816, when the area 
was still wilderness, he reported 
496 baptisms and organized or 
founded at least 12 parishes in 
the Diocese of Albany. 

On June 4, 1837, Fr. Nash died, 
having left these words, ‘Say, if 
you please, that I die in the faith 
of the Son of God.  Of myself 
I am nothing. I trust alone 
in the merit and death of a 
crucified savior for pardon and 
acceptance.’ He was laid to rest 
beside his beloved wife Olive 
who died 20 years earlier.”

Today, the Diocese of Albany 
commemorates the feast of 
Blessed Daniel Nash on June 
4, for his faithful witness and 
work for Lord Jesus Christ as 
an example of mission and the 
building up of the Church today!

“O God, you called your servant 
Daniel Nash to the hills and 
valleys of a new frontier to 
preach the Gospel and build 
your Church. Grant that your 

Fr. Nash photo by Franklyn Rollins
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Church in this and every 
generation may be filled with 
zeal for the Gospel of your Son 
Jesus Christ, and a willingness 
to serve all people in His Name; 
this we ask through Him who, 
with You and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns now and 
forever. Amen”

The Right Reverend John 
Henry Hobart

With the consecration of Bishop 
John Henry Hobart in 1811, as 
assistant bishop of New York, 
the expansion of the church 
was given a new impulse.  An 
outstanding theologian and 
administrator, he, like Fr. Daniel 
Nash, also left his mark upon 
the entire American church.  
Bishop Hobart journeyed 
tirelessly into many areas of 
upstate New York to spread the 
church, often characterized as 
frontier. The Erie Canal (1817-
25) was just opening a new 
era in central and western New 
York. New towns sprang up, but 
travel into many regions was 
still difficult. Wherever Hobart 
went, he inspired and aided 
congregations in organizing as 
parishes. Between 1816 and 
1840, northern New York so 
developed that new churches 
were founded in Ogdensburg, 

Potsdam and Waddington.  
The Adirondacks were served 
by churches at Fort Edward, 
Glens Falls and Pottersville.  
Older areas were dotted with 
new parishes – Little Falls and 

Herkimer on the Mohawk and 
Rensselaerville in Albany County.  
New churches were built in the 
cities of Troy and Albany, just to 
name a few.

The “Oxford Movement”
If the earlier growth was 
sparked by the “Second Great 
Awakening”, this period was 

undoubtedly stimulated by 
the “Oxford Movement”. Many 
people marked this as the 
beginning of a split between 
high and low factions, but it was 
far more than that. Its influence 
permeated the entire American 
church.  Three English leaders 
of the movement, Keble, Pusey 
and Newman, brought a new 
spirit to the somewhat decadent 
Anglican Church by their writing 
of tracts, which emphasized the 
catholic nature of the church, 
the importance of tradition and 
the historic developments within 
the church.  It was incidental 
to this that there came a new 
interest in ceremonies. 

Many American church leaders, 
including Bishop Hobart, 
were profoundly affected by 
the Oxford Movement.  There 
seemed a new vitality in the 
theology of the Tractarians. 
Bishop Hobart and others 
brought these ideas to the 
newer regions of the state and 
The Reverend John Ireland 
Tucker of Christ Church, Troy, 
pioneered in the introduction of 
liturgical church music. 
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Enter the Diocese of Albany

By 1850, the tremendous 
growth of the Diocese to 

the north raised the question of 
a need for division. The Diocese 
of Western New York had been 
created in 1838, and already 
there were suggestions for 
bishops to serve northern New 
York and Long Island. The vast 
extent of the State, 300 miles 
across, made it difficult to cover, 
even if more assistants were 
appointed.  The unsettled times 
of the Civil War delayed action 
until 1867 when the Convention 

voted a resolution for the 
creation of two new dioceses, 
the Diocese of Long Island 
and the Diocese of Albany, and 
that it be made effective in 
November 1868. It remained 
for the primary convention of 
the upstate diocese, meeting in 
St. Peter’s, Albany to effectuate 
the change, and to elect the 
diocesan. Thus, the Diocese of 
Albany was officially created, 
and for the first time in America, 
a diocese was named for a city 
rather than for a state. 

Nine bishops would then lead 
the Diocese over a 150 year 
span. This story describes the 
actions of each leader and how 
they faced them in an ever-
changing world. The changes 
included world wars, recessions, 
a long, world-wide depression, 
social, religious, economic 
and political issues, changing 
demographics and periods of 
both rising and 
falling populations.

In writing this history, all nine bishops 

had one underlying focus: 

To make a difference by keeping the 

vision to always look to Jesus in 

“fulfilling the Great Commandment and 

Great Commission”.

Their stories are told in the 

following pages:
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The Bishops of Albany 1868 - 2018

The Right Reverend William Croswell Doane, 
 1st Bishop of Albany (1869 – 1913)

The Right 
Reverend William 
Croswell Doane 
served about 60 
years in ordained 
ministry; 44 of 
them as Bishop 
of Albany, a huge 
span for those 
times. In 1863, 
the then Reverend 
Doane accepted 
a call to St. John’s 
Church, Hartford, 
Connecticut, 
and served 
there during the 
American Civil 
War. 

While at St. 
John’s, history 
tells us that 
one of his 

parishioners, Mark Twain, in 
his typical “Twainian” humor, 
pulled a joke on Doane, 
claiming, “I have ... a book at 
home containing every word of 
your sermon”... then sent him 
an unabridged dictionary! 

The Reverend Doane was called 
to Albany in 1867 to serve “the 
venerable parish of St. Peter’s, 
Albany.” At the organizational 
convention of the diocese in St. 
Peter’s Church, he was elected 
the first bishop of Albany after 
nine ballots.  His election was 
not without strong opposition, 
not just because he was a young 
rector, but also because of his 
involvement with the evangelical 
element of the church. Like his 
father, he became involved in 
the Oxford Movement which 

sought to restore richness 
of practice to the liturgy and 
was “looked upon as a high 
churchman, [with] his ritualistic 
practices....” adopted as part of 
the Oxford Movement influence.   

Consecration as bishop came 
on the Feast of the Purification, 
February 2, 1869, in his own 
parish church, St. Peter’s, 
Albany, to become the first 
Bishop of Albany and begin a 44 
year episcopate. The following 
year, 1870, Bishop Doane 
established the St. Agnes School 
for Girls, then a chapel for the 
school in 1872. 

For many years his biggest 
project was supervising the 
building of the Cathedral of 
All Saints, the first Episcopal 
cathedral built for that purpose 
in the United States. On March 
27, 1873, the cathedral was 
incorporated on land donated 
by Erastus Corning Sr.  Eleven 
years later, on June 3, 1884, 
the cornerstone was laid, then 
completed and dedicated in 
1888.  Much of the building was 
paid for in a gift by his friend, 
J. Pierpont Morgan.

Until that time, smaller Episcopal 
churches served as seats of 
the bishop. The “cathedral 
idea”—the concept that a 
bishop’s main church is more 
than a parish church, and is 
the “Mother church”—had not 
yet taken hold in the United 
States.  In keeping with his plans 
for the cathedral and Oxford 
Movement traditions, Bishop 
Doane established an ambitious 
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music program at the cathedral, 
founding a boys choir school 
(now defunct) and the Cathedral 
Choir of Men and Boys. He was 
both a spiritual leader and great 
preacher.  His sermons reflected 
his literary gifts; also wrote 
poetry and several hymns. He is 
probably best known today for 
his Anglican hymn, “Ancient of 
Days.”  

The cathedral was called the 
“Pioneer Cathedral” because the 
bishop and the congregation 
planned a cathedral complex 
to include a convent, cloister, 
hospital and school.  Bishop 
Doane grouped the institutions 
which he had promised, and 
from this center radiated 
the missionary activity of the 
diocese.  St. Agnes School from 
the first had a close relationship 
with the cathedral and received 
much personal attention from 
the bishop.  In January 1873, 
the Sisterhood of the Holy Child 
Jesus was formed, and in 1875 
the sisters opened a hospital for 
children.  In 1877, a permanent 
building was erected for the 
Child’s Hospital, and in 1880 a 
second building was added.  In 
1884 St. Margaret’s House for 
Babies was erected.   

Further institutions were a 
convalescent home in Saratoga, 
an industrial school, a school 
for boys and an orphanage in 
Cooperstown.  In these projects, 
Bishop Doane carried out the 
institutional plan for the Diocese. 

Leading a large diocese 
of 20,000 square miles, 
encompassing the 19 counties 
of northeastern New York State, 
Bishop Doane spent many 
years in visitation, establishing 
churches, and confirming 
persons. In missionary work, 
Bishop Doane brought energy, 
vision, optimism and organizing 
ability. A dominant leader, he 
had a capacity of getting things 
done.  In spite of limited funds 
and personnel, he created 
five missionary convocations 
(similar to today’s deaneries) 
and planned the setting up 
of associate missions. Only 
five or six of the parishes of 
the Diocese were moderately 
financially sound. With 80 clergy 
in 1869, half were dependent 
upon mission stipends. There 
was an initial appropriation of 
$5,000 from the Diocese of 
New York for this work.  The 
board of missions with its 
limited funds could only partially 
meet demands.  The diocesan 
finances suffered, for this was a 
period of economic depression 
culminating in the Panic of 
1873. In spite of adversity, the 
missionary work continued. 
Some old and weak parishes 
were revived, and as time went 
on, more churches were built 
and more missions were started. 
In 1875 a legacy of $2,000 was 
used to endow the board of 
missions, a move that eventually 
led to the accumulation of a 
fund, the income from which 
fairly met the problem.  Perhaps 
too many small parishes and 
weak missions were begun, only 

to struggle and fail, however, 
the essential work continued. A 
new spurt of activity came in the 
Adirondacks, as old lumbering 
or mining communities were 
phasing out and a new era of 
resorts was beginning.  The 
work of Dr. Trudeau at Saranac 
led to the establishment of 
two churches.  Finally, the 
adoption of the quota system 
for missionary support made 
possible, on paper at least, the 
provisions for adequate stipends 
for missionaries.  In 1890 a 
diocesan missionary office was 
created, unencumbered by 
parochial work, to supervise all 
missionaries in the field.

By 1895, the essential work 
of Bishop Doane in building 
the Diocese of Albany had 
been accomplished.  There 
now remained the work 
of consolidation - the 
strengthening of established 
parishes, the growth of many 
missions to the stage where they 
could become self-supporting, 
and the better ordering 
of diocesan finances. New 
church buildings were being 
constructed, and some of the 
stronger parishes sponsored 
nearby missions, such as St. 
Andrews in the west of Albany, 
begun in 1897 with the support 
of St. Paul’s. 

In 1913, at the age of 81, 
Bishop Doane died in New York 
City.  His Coadjutor, Richard 
Henry Nelson, succeeded to the 
position of Bishop of Albany.
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The Bishops of Albany 1868 - 2018

The Right Reverend Richard H. Nelson, 
 2nd Bishop of Albany (1913 – 1929)

Before coming to Albany, the 
then Reverend Richard Henry 
Nelson was Rector of St. Peter’s 
Church, Philadelphia, until 1903. 
That same year, he was elected 
bishop coadjutor in the Diocese 
of Albany under  Bishop Doane. 
The following year, on May 
19, 1904, Bishop Nelson was 
consecrated bishop and bishop 
coadjutor for the next 9 years 
before becoming diocesan 
in 1913.

Bishop Nelson was the second 
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Albany in the United States 
from 1913 to 1929. He carried 
on through the troubled years 
of the First World War beginning 
in1914 and ending 1918. A man 
of great spiritual power, he was 

a true guide and counselor of 
his clergy and an inspiration to 
all who knew him. An earnest 
theologian, he represented the 
modern trend in church reform. 

By 1920 Bishop Nelson was 
unable to fulfill all the demands 
of his office alone, so, by 1922, 
a bishop coadjutor had to be 
chosen. Reverend George 
Ashton Oldham was elected by 
the convention on the first ballot 
to be bishop coadjutor. He was 
then consecrated October 22, 
1922. 

Retiring in 1929, Bishop Nelson 
died two years later in 1931 and 
was succeeded by his coadjutor 
of seven years, Bishop George 
Ashton Oldham.



14

The Episcopal Diocese of Albany – “Fulfilling the Great Commandment and Great Commission”

The Bishops of Albany 1868 - 2018

The Right Reverend George Ashton Oldham, 
 3rd Bishop of Albany (1929-1950)

The Reverend George Ashton 
Oldham was rector of St. Anne’s, 
Brooklyn, then elected Bishop 
Coadjutor of Albany on the first 
ballot and consecrated October 
22, 1922. He had to wait 7 
years before becoming installed 
the 3rd Bishop of Albany at 
the Cathedral of All Saints 
on October 22, 1929, exactly 
7 years to the day after his 
consecration.  

The timing for beginning his 
episcopacy could not have 
been worse for any new bishop. 
On so-called “Black Tuesday”, 
October 24, 1929, two days 
after his consecration, came 
the great Stock Market Crash 
and The Great Depression that 
would last more than 10 years. 
As the Depression seemed to be 
nearing an end, another difficult 
period immediately followed. 
In 1939, World War II began to 
last 7 more years until coming 
to a conclusion in August, 1945. 
(WW II began in 1939, but U.S.A. 
entered the war in December 
1941.)

Looking back, although Bishop 
Oldham’s episcopacy was 
consumed by turbulent national 
and world events for at least 
16 of his 21 years, this Bishop 
of Albany often rose above the 
turmoil.   

During the period of the 
Great Depression, many of 
the institutions of the church 
were in difficulty and Bishop 

Oldham took steps to meet the 
emergencies. The Cathedral 
had a considerable debt, but 
succeeded in balancing the 
budget.  St. Agnes School was 
carrying on in an antiquated, 
inadequate building.  Bishop 
Oldham raised funds for and 
began the construction of a 
new school in Loudonville. St. 
Margaret’s Home for Infants 
acquired a new building on a 
site near the Albany Hospital. 
Trinity Church, under the 
inspired leadership of Dr. 
C. Storey, began a notable 
experiment in work with the 
poor of South Albany.  The 
Child’s Hospital occupied a 
building quite inadequate for a 
modern hospital and received 
so few children that it began 
to take adults.  In all these 
developments, Bishop Oldham 
took a personal interest.  

Highly regarded as a major 
religious leader throughout the 
mid-20th century, he was also a 
serious candidate for presiding 
bishop in 1937. He was also 
an organizer of a conference 
on Anglo-Catholicism in Albany 
and active in ecumenism with 
the Roman Catholic Church, 
long before that ever became 
popular. He was also a moderate 
reformer in social and political 
affairs, becoming an advocate 
of international cooperation. 
He supported the League of 
Nations, movements for world 
peace, and served in a number 
of organizations devoted to 
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these ends.  Yet, when World 
War II came, he was ardent in 
urging support for England and 
in opposing fascism.

  A great preacher, his 
sermon, “The church’s 
responsibility for world 
peace” was widely 
published and he was a 
keynote speaker at the 
1931 dedication of the 
War Memorial in Ithaca, 
New York, the place of 
his alma mater, Cornell. 
Bishop Oldham was 
highly recognized as 
the author of Catechism 
Today: Instructions on the 
Church, published in 1929 
by Longman, Green and 
Co. London. His catechism 
was used in the Episcopal 
Church USA for decades 
until the new Prayerbook 
came in 1979. He also 
wrote a book entitled 
“The Fighting Church”, 
published by Milwaukee, 
Morehouse. 

Side note: In 1947, he and 
his wife attended a conference 
in Sydney, Australia, when 
on their way home from New 
Zealand, the seaplane pilot, in 
order “to avoid disaster was 
[forced] to jettison cargo and 
passengers’ luggage to lighten 
the load.” Lost in “the Oldham 
luggage [was] ... the cope 
the bishop had worn at his 
consecration...” 

In 1949, Bishop Oldham 
received an honorary degree 
from Hobart College and the 
deanery of the Cathedral of 
All Saints was named Oldham 
House in his honor. He also 
served on the committee which 
adopted the church flag, strongly 
supported the ecumenical 
movement, the Federal Council 
of Churches, and the World 
Council of Churches, in which he 
took part. 

Retiring as bishop in 1950, he 
died 13 years later in 1963.  His 
successor came to be Bishop 
Frederick L. Barry. 

15
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The Episcopal Diocese of Albany – “Fulfilling the Great Commandment and Great Commission”

The Right Reverend Frederick L. Barry, 
 4th Bishop of Albany (1950 – 1960)

Bishop Barry was ordained a 
priest in 1925, then curate at 
St. Paul’s Church, Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, later rector at St. 
Gabriel’s, Hollis, Queens, 
before moving on to St. John’s, 
Bridgeport, Connecticut and St. 
Luke’s, Evanston, Illinois.  

On May 2, 1945, 3 months 
before the end of World War 2, 
The Reverend Frederick L Barry 
was elected Bishop Coadjutor 
of Albany, and consecrated 
June 29th of that same year. 
Five years later, on January 25, 
1950, upon Bishop Oldham’s 
retirement, Bishop Barry was 
enthroned to become the fourth 
Bishop of Albany. 

Bishop Barry travelled widely 
though the 19-county diocese 
to confirm parishioners, ordain 
priests, preach and found the 
“Adirondack Mission... to service 
the spiritual needs of several 
small parishes in the Adirondack 
Mountains.” 

The achievements of Bishop 
Barry’s episcopate were in the 
fields of oganization, promotion 
and greater financial support 
for the many institutions of the 
Diocese. Little had been done 
since 1904 on the Cathedral 
structure, so Bishop Barry, with 
the help of the Convention, 
raised necessary funds towards 
a major renovation.  Some of 

this success in gaining money 
for physical expansion was due 
to the general prosperity of the 
country. It was a time when 
growth of churches was manifest 
and new buildings were both 
needed and possible. Greatly 
increased congregations and the 
rapidly growing suburbs called 
for enlarged or new churches. 
New churches were built in 
Albany, Colonie, Schenectady, 
Latham and Elsmere. In 
Schenectady, St. George’s 
Church carried out a complete 
restoration of its historic church 
to its colonial type. Building 
new churches were not the only 
focus, as Bishop Barry also 
wanted to create a diocesan 
retreat facility to be used by 
clergy and lay leaders.  Shortly 
before his retirement, on 
September 1, 1959, the Diocese 
now took ownership of lake 
front property on Brant Lake, 
complete with housing, boat 
house and meeting rooms.  It 
was later named Barry House, in 
Bishop Barry’s honor.

Another encouraging aspect 
of this period was the increase 
in the number of clergy being 
ordained.  In the depression 
years, 1930-39, only 39 priests 
were ordained, in the next 
decade (including World War II) 
only 17, but between 1950 and 
1959 the number was 62.
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Concern for social and 
international problems and the 
belief that the Church should 
lead to seeking solutions or in 
resolving conflicts underlay one 
of the most notable events of 
Bishop Barry’s episcopate. In 
the fall of 1955, there was held 
the “Church and Work Congress” 
at the Cathedral. Outstanding 
speakers – Arnold Toynbee, 
eminent English historian, Henry 
Cabot Lodge, U.S. Ambassador 
to the United Nations, and 
Bishop Emrich of Michigan – 
discussed the role of religion. 

In 1960, a final drive for funds 
was initiated by Bishop Barry, 
which raised $1,000,000 for 
necessary expenditures. These 
included the construction of a 
new Child’s Hospital (the land 
of the old building on Elk street 
had been taken over by the 
State); payment of the debt on 
the Diocesan headquarters, and 
the formation of funds to make 
loans to parishes for major 
construction and to finance new 
work, especially in the suburbs.   
Having carried this campaign 
through to a successful 
conclusion, Bishop Barry, after 
returning from a European 

vacation, appeared in ill health 
and died October, 1960. He is 
buried in the Lady Chapel of the 
Cathedral of All Saints.

It should be noted that, at the 
beginning of his episcopate, 
Bishop Barry expressed the 
hope that he would leave to 
his successor a diocese whose 
finances would be adequate for 
“some real advance work.”  He 
achieved that aim.  Bishop Barry 
was also to claim that in spite 
of rifts and divisions resulting 
from the differing viewpoints at 
the beginning, the end of his 
term was marked by a spirit of 
harmony and good will.  The 
plans and projects which he 
initiated were carried on with 
enthusiasm to a consummation 
he would have beheld with 
pride. He devoted himself 
wholeheartedly to the work of 
the church and is remembered 
for his warm personal qualities. 
Canon DeMille, in his memoir, 
called him “a creative personality 
and the most lovable man I ever 
knew.” 

17
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The Episcopal Diocese of Albany – “Fulfilling the Great Commandment and Great Commission”

The Right Reverend Allen Webster Brown, 
 5th Bishop of Albany (1961 - 1974)

The Reverend Allen Webster 
Brown was elected Suffragan 
Bishop of Albany in October 
1958, to assist the incumbent, 
Bishop Barry, and consecrated 
on February 22, 1959, at St. 
John’s Church, Ogdensburg. 
At a special convention of the 
Diocese, after the death of 
Bishop Barry, Bishop Brown 
was unanimously chosen as his 
successor.  His enthronement 
took place in All Saints 
Cathedral, February 2, 1961.

While Bishop Barry enjoyed 
growth and prosperity in the 
1950’s, Bishop Brown was not 
to have a similar episcopacy.  
These were now turbulent times 
– the drafting of the new Book 
of Common Prayer, the war in 
Viet Nam, political and social 
unrest. Yet, in spite of all that, 
Bishop Brown travelled widely 
though the 19-county diocese 
to confirm parishioners, ordain 
priests, and preach. 

In 1960, a new Child’s Hospital 
had been built in the developing 
Good Samaritan Center in 
Albany. To be built now was an 
addition to St. Margaret’s Home, 
Nelson House for the aged 
and a Medical Arts building. A 
fund of $160,000 for Cathedral 
Improvement, begun by Bishop 
Barry, continued.  Significant 
additions to diocesan work 
were Barry House on Brant 
Lake, the Ryerson Estate at 
Cooperstown, which became 
Beaver Cross camp for youth 
work, and the Hiland Bacheller 
estate at Menands was given 
for the bishop’s residence. 

Doane House, the Loudonville 
residence of Bishop Barry, 
became the home of the 
suffragan bishop. 

A new St. Paul’s Church, 
Albany, was built near the Good 
Samaritan Center, when the 
State’s development of the 
South Mall took the old church.  
Rapidly growing communities 
brought new churches such as 
St. David’s, East Greenbush, 
St. Boniface, Guilderland, and 
St. George’s, Clifton Park. 
Within a15 year period, 17 new 
churches, 26 parish houses, 
and 27 new rectories were built 
in the Diocese. While some of 
these represented replacements 
of older, inadequate buildings, 
many were the result of a 
growing church population. At 
the same time, the clergy were 
not forgotten, for along came 
the provision of the Diocese for 
group life insurance and a better 
pension plan for its clergy. There 
was also a program of group 
insurance for church property, 
so that the parishes could be 
placed in a better financial basis. 

In all these programs and 
activities, the Diocese, under 
Bishop Brown, assisted by 
Suffragan Bishop Charles B. 
Persell and by Dean David 
S. Ball, the historic mission 
exemplified the episcopates of 
Bishops Doane, Nelson, Oldman 
and Barry.  

After 13 years as the Bishop of 
Albany, Bishop Brown retired in 
1974 and died in 1990 at the 
age of 81. 
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The Right Reverend Wilbur E. Hogg, 
 6th Bishop of Albany (1974 – 1984)

Born in Baltimore, Maryland, 
Bishop Hogg attended Brown 
University and Philadelphia 
Divinity School. He was ordained 
a priest in 1941, and served as 
a curate, and later, rector, at St. 
Mary’s in Burlington, New Jersey 
until 1951.  

He served as a chaplain in the 
United States Army from 1951 
to 1954, then a priest at St. Mary 
the Virgin in Falmouth, Maine for 
14 years, from 1954 to 1968.  
From 1968 to 1974, he was 
Dean of the St. Luke’s Cathedral, 
Portland, Maine, from 1968 to 
1974. 

Reverend Wilbur E. Hogg was 
elected Bishop of Albany in 
1974, and consecrated and 
installed that same year in 
the Cathedral of All Saints, 
as the 6th Bishop of Albany. 
He was well known for his 
strong conservative stance 
on many political, religious 
and social issues, yet, in spite 
of his conservative posture, 
he ordained some of the first 
female “perpetual” or permanent 
deacons in the diocese. He 
was equally known for strong 
evangelical efforts. 

In 1977 he was an organizer of 
a conference on “Evangelical 
Catholicism”, and in preparation 
for the Lake Placid Olympics, 
Bishop Hogg “requested funding 
of the ecumenical religious 
ministry at the 1980 Olympic 
Winter Games at Lake Placid, 
N.Y.” He was also active in 
ecumenism with the Roman 
Catholic Church, encouraging 
the merger of schools of the two 
different denominations into 
Doane Stuart School in 1975. 

Bishop Hogg and his loving 
wife, Lota, were accomplished 
musicians who loved choral 
music and good concerts. Lota 
died peacefully in 1979.  Bishop 
Hogg retired in 1984 and died 
two years later in 1986. The Rev. 
Fred-Munro Ferguson, Bishop 
Hogg’s faithful secretary for six 
years, described Bishop Hogg 
as “a kind, loving, listener man, 
and one who taught me how to 
be a real Christian.”

19
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The Right Reverend David Standish Ball, 
 7th Bishop of Albany (1984 – 1998)

One of the Diocese of Albany’s 
most beloved bishops was the 
7th Bishop of Albany, The Rt. 
Reverend David Standish Ball. 
As a young man, he attended 
Albany areas schools, was a 
natural leader, outstanding 
athlete, and Presidents of the 
Boys Athletic Council and Phi 
Sigma Society. Because of his 
fair skin and very blond hair, 
he was given the nickname, 
“Dutch”, a name he carried until 
his death.

During World War II, he was 
called to serve his country in the 
United States Navy. When World 
War II ended in 1945, he entered 
Colgate University in 1946 and 
it was there that he received 
the “call” to serve a new master 
and be a priest in the Episcopal 
Church.

After graduation from Colgate 
in 1950, he entered General 
Theological Seminary.  In 1953, 
he was ordained Deacon, then 
a Priest on December 21st 
that year. A curate of Bethesda 
Church, Saratoga Springs, for 
3years, in 956, he was called to 
serve at the Cathedral of 
All Saints.  

It was the custom at that time 
that a few promising priests 
from the United States would 
have the opportunity to attend 

the prestigious St. Augustine’s 
College in Canterbury, England. 
David Ball, one of those 
promising young priests, 
was invited to attend and 
went enthusiastically on to 
Canterbury. He wasn’t to stay in 
England very long, because in 
1960, a transatlantic cable from 
a very ill Bishop Berry shortened 
his stay. Bishop Barry asked him 
to come home to be the new 
Dean of the Cathedral. He would 
be Dean of the Cathedral for the 
next 23 years.

While at the Cathedral, Dean 
Ball began to see that his city 
was changing. The numbers 
of poor seemed to grow 
exponentially, and with that, 
a rising number of homeless 
roamed Albany’s streets.  
Inspired by a plaque that hung 
on the wall in his office which 
read, “IT CAN BE DONE”, it was 
a constant reminder that with 
faith, the “impossible could 
be done”. Dean Ball elected 
to take on the overwhelming 
task of addressing the need 
of housing for the poor. 
Becoming President of the 
Albany Interracial Council in 
1968, he enlisted the Cathedral 
of All Saints to join forces 
with the Morningstar Baptist 
Church to begin the largest 
project ever undertaken by 
two denominations in the city 
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of Albany. Elected President 
of the Dudley Park Housing 
Development Company, he 
helped raise more than 5 million 
dollars to build an apartment 
complex to house 263 families 
in the heart of Arbor Hill.  The 
project was built and completed 
in little more than one year.  
Glancing back at the “IT CAN BE 
DONE” plaque, it could now be 
said, “It was done”.

In 1984, he was consecrated 
Bishop Coadjutor in February, 
then installed the 7th Bishop 
of Albany in October the same 
year.  Discovering an urgent 
need to raise funds to just 
simply operate the Diocese, 
he established the Step Out 
in Faith campaign and raised 
approximately 3 million 
dollars to pay for long overdue 
Diocesan projects. 

Always known for helping 
the poor and the homeless, 
a frequent sight on Albany 
streets was to see a homeless 
or poor person stop him and 
ask for money. He always 
gave something because they 
knew he was a “soft touch”. 
His support included hospitals, 

nursing homes, schools and St. 
Margaret’s Center for Children. 

Early in his life, he was among 
those who opposed women’s 
ordination. However, as time 
went on, and in spite of the 
opposition he knew he would 
surely face, he changed his 
position. By 1989 he began 
serving with and ordaining 
female priests and deacons, 
a bold decision for that time. 
Today, thanks to Bishop Ball, 
the practice is not only the 
“norm”, but welcome in the 
Diocese of Albany. 

Shortly before his retirement, 
the Standing Committee wrote 
a letter regarding to the then 
Presiding Bishop, The Most 
Reverend Edmond L. Browning, 
which said, in part, “[Bishop 
Ball] remained steadfast in the 
promises for [his] 40 years as a 
great priest of the Church and 
of our diocese.  Some of those 
promises that clearly describe 
Bishop Ball are: to obey Christ 
and to serve in His name, to 
be faithful in prayer and Holy 
Scripture, proclaim the Gospel, 
to guard the faith, unity and 
discipline of the Church, to 

show compassions to the poor 
and to strangers, and to defend 
those who have no helper...” 

In 1998, after 14 years as 
Bishop of Albany, Bishop 
Ball reached the mandatory 
retirement age of 72.  Although 
it was time to leave as Diocesan, 
his role as priest and bishop 
did not end. Shortly after his 
“official” retirement, he became 
Bishop in Residence at the 
Cathedral of All Saints. In that 
role, he continued to remain 
active in performing priestly and 
bishopric duties in the cathedral 
and beyond until his death 
in 2017. 
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The Episcopal Diocese of Albany – “Fulfilling the Great Commandment and Great Commission”

The Right Reverend Daniel W. Herzog, 
 8th Bishop of Albany (1998 – 2007)

Bishop Daniel W. Herzog 
was born and raised in the 
north country, along the 
Saint Lawrence River. After 
converting to Anglicanism, he 
formally entered the Diocese 
of Albany in his late 20’s.  He  
later read for Holy orders and 
studied at Nashotah House.  
Ordained Deacon and Priest in 
his home parish of St. John’s, 
Ogdensburg, he continued his 
secular employment, serving as 
a worker-priest, and organizing 
regular weekly prayer and 
ministry meetings.

In 1976 he reopened Christ 
Church, Morristown.  His 19 
years there included a healing 
and teaching ministry and 
leading renewal weekends in 
other parishes, dioceses, 
and Canada.

In 1995 he was called to 
be rector of Christ Church, 
Schenectady.  He served on 
the inner-city Social Justice 
Committee and linked church 
leaders in support of a Good 
Friday public procession of 
the Way of the Cross, which 
continues still.  Episcopalians, 
Catholics, Pentecostals and 
Evangelicals march together, led 
by the cross of Jesus.  He also 
instituted, for clergy, a monthly 
noon Holy Hour. 

On May 31, 1997, he was 
elected Bishop Coadjutor and 
Consecrated on the following 
September at the State 
Convention Center, Albany.  
Bishop Herzog then changed 
the traditional one-time Maundy 
Thursday Chrism Mass at the 

Cathedral to a three-day event 
of Holy Week in three locations, 
increasing the participation to 
over 95%. 

Active participation in the 
diocese had already eroded with 
a loss of pledging households, 
Sunday attendance and Sunday 
School. The Bishop perceived 
his task to organize for mission 
initiatives, beginning with the 
first U.S.-based Alpha training 
conference, led by originators 
Nicky Gumble and Sandy Millar. 
While rector of Christ Church, 
Schenectady, he led a parish 
Team to Toronto for Alpha 
training.  

Bishop Herzog and his wife, 
Carol, met and resonated 
with the Bishop of Down and 
Dromore, Harold Miller and 
his wife, Liz. Their relationship 
brought further links with Sudan 
and northern Argentina, raising 
the mission consciousness in 
parishes and individuals.  A 
strong Missions Committee 
continues to support this.

On other actions, he resurrected 
the annual Priests’ Retreat and 
the Clergy Wives Conference, 
instituted a retreat for Deacons, 
one for Postulants and 
Candidates, and established 
the position of Spiritual Director 
for the Clergy to provide the 
opportunity for counsel, and the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
He also inaugurated The Parish 
Leadership Conference in mid-
winter in multiple locations and 
replaced its 300-word mission 
statement with Disciples Making 
Disciples.
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The Annual Diocesan 
Convention was moved from 
October to June and converted 
to a full weekend at Camp of the 
Woods, Speculator (COW).  The 
annual event included multiple 
workshops and presentations by 
Anglican leaders from around 
the Communion.  A parallel 
Youth Track would operate in a 
like fashion, culminating with 
a great Youth Mass on Sunday.  
Music would be a blend of 
traditional and contemporary.  
A Service of Healing soon 
became a Convention fixture to 
draw hundreds. Reconciliation 
stations dot the grounds of COW 
for Confession and counsel over 
the three days. It became the 
premier time for the bishop, 
clergy and laity to intermix, 
talk, pray and get refreshed 
and renewed. 

With permission from the 
Standing Committee and 
leadership, support came to 
elect a Bishop Suffragan to 
share in the apostolic work. 
Father David Bena was elected 
and consecrated at the 2000 
Diocesan Convention.  Bishop 
Bena worked vigorously to foster 
vocations to the priesthood 
and the diaconate, and took a 
leadership role in the Sudan 
initiative.  

Diocesan facilities were a 
challenge with Child’s Hospital 
losing large sums every month 
and deferred maintenance and 
structural needs.  A Futures 
Committee was appointed to 
explore consolidation.  The 
Community of St Mary, the 
oldest order of Nuns in the 
Episcopal Church, expressed 
interest in becoming part of 

any proposed center.   Mother 
Miriam became a valued and 
energetic member of the Futures 
Committee.  After a long search, 
an abandoned property was 
located near Greenwich.

The final result was the proposal 
to bring together a new Beaver 
Cross Summer Camp, retreats, 
youth ministry, conference 
facilities, Convent and Healing 
Ministry at a new Spiritual Life 
Center honoring Christ the 
King.  Campaign contributions, 
generous gifts and sale of 
properties provided a financial 
base. Albany Medical Center 
purchased The Child’s Hospital.  
The sale enabled the Diocese to 
establish Episcopal Charities of 
Albany, to address healthcare 
needs in northeastern New 
York, fund hospital chaplaincies, 
assist in providing  medical 
insurance costs of retired clergy, 
support Christ the King’s healing 
ministry and build a medical 
dispensary. 

When the national church 
became entangled in sexuality 
debates prompting the exodus 
of parishes and dioceses, the 
Diocese of Albany remained 
staunchly loyal to biblical truth 
and apostolic teaching, while 
remaining in the Episcopal 
Church. No parish left the 
diocese.

Deacon Formation was 
expanded and diaconal 
vocations rose.  Some small 
mission parishes survive with 
the leadership of Deacon 
Vicars.  In a couple of cases 
Bishop Herzog appointed a Lay 
Vicar to see parishes through 
difficult times. Cursillo was 

reinvigorated and the original 
separate weekends for Men 
and Women were restored.  A 
weekend for married couples 
was established.  The historic 
Daughters of the King, a spiritual 
prayer backbone for parishes 
and the Diocese, was introduced 
and spread rapidly. 

Bishop Herzog called for the 
election of a Bishop Coadjutor 
in 2006.  Father Bill Love, Rector 
of St Mary’s, Lake Luzerne, 
was elected at the Convention, 
approved by the General 
Convention that summer and 
Consecrated that fall at the State 
Convention Center.  

On Feb 1, 2007, Bishop Herzog 
retired.  In retirement he and 
Carol moved back to the church 
of their birth (Roman Catholic 
Church), then returned to the 
Episcopal Diocese of Albany 
after three years. In April, 2010, 
Bishop Herzog was fully restored 
to the House of Bishops and 
resumed his ministry assisting 
Bishop Love. He became interim 
at St Ann’s, Amsterdam, then St 
Mary’s, Lake Luzerne.  Bishop 
Love appointed him as Director 
of the Healing Ministry at Christ 
the King, until 2015, when he 
became priest-in-charge of 
St Augustine’s, Ilion where he 
continues to minister.

Bishop Herzog often said he 
relied on two verses of the 
Scriptures, “Apart from Me you 
can do nothing”, from Jesus 
farewell discourse; and St Paul’s 
words to the Philippians, “I can 
do all things in Christ who 
strengthens me.”
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The Episcopal Diocese of Albany – “Fulfilling the Great Commandment and Great Commission”

The Right Reverend William H. Love, 
 9th Bishop of Albany (2007 –

A native of Texas (born August 
14, 1957), the Rt. Rev. William 
H. Love (then 1Lt. Love) moved 
to up-state New York in the 
fall of 1982, complements of 
Uncle Sam.  He served in the 
United States Air Force as an Air 
Intelligence Officer stationed at 
Plattsburgh AFB in Plattsburgh, 
NY from 1982-1986.  Then, at 
the rank of captain, he resigned 
his commission in order to enter 
the ordination process in the 
Diocese of Albany.

Graduating from Nashotah 
House Seminary (Wisconsin), 
with a Masters of Divinity 
Degree in 1991, “Bill” was 
ordained Deacon by Bishop 
David Ball at the Cathedral of 
All Saints (Albany) on the Feast 
of St. Alban, June 22, 1991.  He 
served as the Dean’s Vicar at the 
Cathedral until shortly after his 
ordination as a priest on March 
28, 1992.  On May 1, 1992, Fr. 
Love became the Rector of St. 
Mary’s Church, Lake Luzerne, 
where he proudly served for 14 
years until being elected on the 
4th ballot as bishop coadjutor 
of Albany on March 25, 2006.  
Consecrated on September 16, 
2006, at the New York State 
Convention Center in Albany, 
Bishop Love served as bishop 
coadjutor for approximately 5 
months before being installed 
as the 9th Bishop of Albany at 
the Cathedral of All Saints on 
Sunday, February 4, 2007.  

He is the 1,007th bishop 
consecrated in The Episcopal 
Church and the last bishop to 
be consecrated by The Most Rev. 
Frank Griswold, 25th Presiding 
Bishop of The Episcopal Church.

As this new Bishop began 
his episcopacy,  all diocesan 
programs and ministries were 
assessed for their current and 
future value. Upon review, many 
of the recent initiatives were 
retained, as they had been 
moving the Diocese in a positive 
direction.  Believing  strongly in 
the importance of clergy health 
and wellbeing and positive 
clergy relationships, Bishop Love 
continued offering an annual 
priest retreat; deacons’ retreat; 
clergy wives’ retreat; clergy and 
spouse conference; three Parish 
Leadership Conferences; three 
Holy Week Chrism Masses; 
and a three day Diocesan 
Convention and Family Reunion, 
unlike anything found in any 
other Diocese in The Episcopal 
Church.  

Bishop Love then began looking 
for ways to help the Diocese 
overcome what he referred 
to as “a spirit of poverty” that 
was wreaking financial havoc 
among many parishes and 
countless individuals. A Small 
Group Biblical Financial Study, 
published by Crown Financial 
Ministries, was introduced 
throughout the Diocese.  

Over the past one and a 
half centuries, the Diocese 
of Albany has been blessed 
to be led by many faithful 
bishops.

The Diocese’s faithful 
leadership continues on 
into its 150th year with its 
current bishop, The Rt. 
Reverend William H. Love, 
the 9th Bishop of Albany. 
Here is his personal story 
and the happenings in the 
Diocese of Albany today as 
we celebrate this historic 
anniversary year.

Editor’s Note:
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A few years later, Herb Miller’s 
New Consecration Sunday 
Stewardship Program was 
introduced through the annual 
Parish Leadership Conference.  
Those individuals and parishes 
who participated in these 
different programs have been 
richly blessed with very positive 
results as they learned to be 
better stewards, entrusting 
Christ with their financial lives.

Another major initiative during 
Bishop Love’s episcopate 
has been the launching of a 
diocesan-wide campaign to 
encourage all people throughout 
the Diocese to actively read the 
Bible and meditate on God’s 
Holy Word.  With the assistance 
of Scripture Union USA, several 
Bible Study programs have 
been introduced to the clergy 
and people of the Diocese 
of Albany to include:  The 
Essential 100; The Essential 
Jesus; The Essential Question; 
and Encounter with God.  In 
addition, the annual Bible 
Symposium, initiated by the 
Dean of the Cathedral of All 
Saints and supported by Bishop 
Love, has helped bring noted 
biblical scholars to the Diocese 
to teach and inspire the clergy 
and people.

Other key programs and 
initiatives designed to help the 
people of the Diocese grow 
in their faith and be better 
equipped to be “Disciples 
Making Disciples” have been 
the creation of a new Diocese of 

Albany Confirmation Curriculum 
and a diocesan produced study 
guide:  Marks of Discipleship.  
Both of these programs have 
not only been a blessing to the 
people of this Diocese, but have 
been frequently requested for 
use in other dioceses.

Bishop Love then called for a 
major revision of the Diocese’s 
Deacon Formation Program, 
improving the discernment 
process and standardizing 
the core curriculum. Albany 
is blessed with over 60 highly 
trained and dedicated Vocational 
Deacons, giving it one of the 
highest number of Vocational 
Deacons in The Episcopal 
Church.  

Similarly, a new emphasis is 
being placed on identifying, 
training, and equipping the laity 
for a wide variety of ministries 
at the parish, deanery and 
diocesan level.  As the clergy 
shortage continues to grow 
throughout the Church, the laity 
will play an even greater role 
in helping to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.  Active lay 
ministry is vital for a healthy and 
growing Church.

Two ministries that have not 
only captured Bishop Love’s 
heart, but the hearts and 
minds of many throughout the 
Diocese of  Albany, include: 
The Oaks of Righteousness, 
a missionary outreach 
dedicated to ministering to 
the poor inner-city youth and 

their families in north central 
Troy (a very dangerous crime 
ridden area); and St. Francis 
Mission – a ministry primarily 
dedicated to serving Burmese 
refugees, but also ministering 
to other underprivileged  and 
needy people living in the poor 
inner-city areas of Albany,  The 
dedication and sacrificial giving 
of those leading and involved in 
these ministries has truly been 
inspirational, and a reminder to 
all, of the need to step out of our 
comfort zones as we share the 
love of Christ with the poor and 
needy all around us.

Recognizing the importance 
and need for proper healthy 
nutrition not only for the poor, 
but for all people, Bishop Love 
introduced the Diocese to “The 
Daniel Plan”, a program to help 
people be better stewards of 
their bodies -- the “Temple of 
the Holy Spirit” (I Corinthians 
6:19); living healthier, more 
energetic lives, in an effort to 
combat the ever-growing obesity 
epidemic and related health 
issues plaguing the United 
States.  The five essentials of 
the program include: faith, food, 
fitness, focus, and friends. “The 
Daniel Plan” has been truly life 
transforming for many in the 
Diocese.

Also addressed were the 
two major institutions of the 
Diocese: the Cathedral of All 
Saints and Christ the King 
Spiritual Life Center. Both 
continue to play a tremendously 
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The Right Reverend William H. Love (Continued)important role in the life 
and mission of the Diocese 
of Albany.  Both institutions 
possess unique and special 
gifts, each working to minister 
to the people of the Diocese and 
the wider community and Body 
of Christ.  While both institutions 
are a blessing and gift from 
God with so much to offer, 
inadequate finances continue to 
hamper the ministries of both 
the Cathedral and CTK.  Efforts 
continue to be made to address 
these challenges.       

For almost three decades, 
conflicting views on human 
sexuality and same-sex marriage 
continue within The Episcopal 
Church and wider Anglican 
Communion.  The theologically 
conservative and orthodox 
Bishop Love has consistently 
upheld the authority of Holy 
Scripture and the Church’s 
traditional understanding and 
teaching on marriage, while at 
the same time being pastorally 
sensitive to those who have a 
different understanding of these 
issues.  On a few occasions, , 
while upholding the Diocesan 
Canons on marriage, Bishop 
Love has invited another bishop 
from a surrounding diocese to 
minister to DEPO congregations 
(Delegated Episcopal Pastoral 
Oversight) that are more liberal 
in their theological beliefs.  
Because of actions such as 

these, Bishop Love has earned 
the respect of many bishops 
in opposing camps, as well as 
fellow conservative bishops 
in The Episcopal Church and 
wider Anglican Communion, 
by the manner in which he 
addresses issues that have been 
so divisive in the Church and 
by his willingness to engage in 
the debate, even when greatly 
outnumbered. Many have been 
inspired and encouraged  by the 
faith and dauntless witness of 
the Diocese and its bishop.    

Throughout his episcopate, 
Bishop Love has kept the 
Diocese focused on Christ, 
in his belief that in so doing, 
the Diocese will come 
through whatever storms or 
struggles it might face.  He 
has been consistent in holding 
to the basics – The Great 
Commandment and the Great 
Commission.  

The Diocese of Albany has 
been richly blessed by its many 
relationships with clergy, laity, 
parishes and dioceses from 
around the world.  Currently, 
Albany has ongoing missionary 
relationships in the Diocese of 
Down and Dromore in Northern 
Ireland; the Diocese of Maridi in 

South Sudan; the Diocese of the 
Northern Malawi; the Diocese 
of Toliara in Madagascar; the 
Diocese of the Arctic in Canada; 
the Dominican Republic; and 
Haiti. One of the highlights at 
the Diocesan Convention each 
year, is the wide representation 
of international bishops and 
friends from around the world.

While more initiatives are sure 
to unfold in the coming years of 
Bishop Love’s episcopacy, the 
final chapter of his episcopate 
is still to be written.  In the 
meantime, one can be assured 
that Bishop Love will continue to 
help the Diocese of Albany live 
into its Vision Statement as:  

“One Church with many 
missionary outposts, 
committed to The Great 
Commandment and Great 
Commission, moving from 
membership to discipleship; 
equipping, emboldening and 
sending disciples to make 
disciples.”
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Churches of the Diocese of Albany

The Adirondack Mission 
is a parish made up of five 
churches.  The church buildings 
came into existence beginning 
in the mid 1800’s just as the 
unwieldy Diocese of New York 
was in the midst of being 
divided.  In the mid 1950’s, 
Bishop Barry, the fourth Bishop 
of Albany, decided that the way 
to keep these churches open 
was to have a planned use of 
shared clergy, living and praying 
together at Barry House, a 
beautiful property on the eastern 
shores of Brant Lake, a gift of 
the Judge Irwin Untermeyer 
family, which would become 
the retreat and conference 
center for the Diocese, taking 
the place of the Eagle Lake 
property near Ticonderoga. It 
would also be made to serve 
as the headquarters for the 
then six mission churches.  
Three priests with a caretaking 
couple took up residence in 
the summer of 1959.  The 
Rev. D. Delos Wampler came 
to the Adirondack Mission 
along with Rev. Canon Edward 
T. H. Williams to begin this 
shared ministry.  Margaret and 
Allen Girvin, with sons David 
and Steven, joined them as 
caretakers.  The Adirondack 
Mission shared clergy, programs, 
and resources, with Barry House 
serving as its combined parish 
hall.   In 2003 Barry House 
was closed and the Rev. Robert 
Limpert continued serving the 
Mission with part time clergy 
assisting him for several years.  
The Mission is currently led by 
the Rev. John Cairns as priest in 
charge, with the Rev. Nancy Goff 
as assistant priest.

Churches of the Adirondack Mission

Church of the Good Shephard 
Chestertown, was organized in 1876 and built in 1880.   

St. Paul’s
Brant Lake, began holding services in the mid-1880’s, led by The 

Rev. Alfred Taylor, priest in charge of Good Shephard, and the 
church was built in 1890.   

St. Andrew’s 
Schroon Lake, originally sat on the site of the Leland House 

overlooking the lake. The church was lost to fire when the Leland 
House burned.  The church reopened on its present site in a roofed 

cellar in 1938.  

St. Christopher’s 
North Creek’s congregation began meeting in the local firehouse.  In 
1949 the congregation purchased two pre-fabricated garages, which 

arrived by rail car and were constructed into the church building.   

St. Barbara’s 
Newcomb, is a log building, originally built in Tahawus, New York, 
and was donated by The National Lead Company.  The cabin was 

moved 10 miles away on the back of a truck, along with many other 
buildings from that town to Newcomb in 1963 when the Federal 

Government started mining Titanium in Tahawus. 
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Cathedral of All Saints, Albany, was the 
first cathedral built for that purpose in the United 
States. Incorporated in 1873, the cornerstone 
was laid in 1884, then completed and dedicated 
in 1888.  Much of the building was paid for in 
a gift by J. Pierpont Morgan. Until that time, 
smaller Episcopal churches served as seats of 
the bishop. The cathedral was called the “Pioneer 
Cathedral”, as the “cathedral idea”—the concept 
that a bishop’s main church is more than a parish 

church, and is the 
“Mother church”—
had not yet taken 
hold in the United 
States. Famous 
for its music 
program, the 
Cathedral Choir of 
Men and Boys is 
the nation’s oldest 
continuously 
performing choir 
of its kind since 
1872. 

  (Congregations are listed alphabetically by town or city)

St. Francis Mission, Albany, was 
incorporated as St. David’s Church in East 
Greenbush in 1961, then moved to Albany in 
2015. The majority of our congregation are 
refugees from Burma (now Myanmar.)  The first 
refugees were sponsored by the Albany Refugee 
Resettlement Ministry. It continues to grow by the 
arrival of new refugees and the new American 
babies born in the U.S.A. Our Christian refugees 
bring a Love for the Lord and great Faith, which 
enhances our worship! 
We joyfully embrace 
the intermingling of 
the American born, 
Asians, and people 
from the Caribbean. 
God has blessed us 
uniquely! Our Mission: 
“To love the Lord, 
Our God, To try to 
love our neighbors 
as ourselves through 
Prayer, Worship, and 
Service.”

St. Andrew’s, Albany, was founded in 1897 
as a mission chapel of St. Paul’s, Albany. The 
parish became independent soon after, and the 
first church building was used until 1931 when 
the current Gothic style church was dedicated. 
Interestingly, the church tower is said to have 
been built with money raised by St. Martha’s Guild 
from making and selling dishcloths. In 1910, 
the Boy Scouts began Troop 2 at St. Andrew’s 
and they continue to meet today. St. Andrew’s is 

“an “inclusive 
community, 
affirming God’s 
grace, open and 
growing in heart 
mind and spirit. 
Called to love 
and serve all in 
Jesus’ Name.” 

St. Paul’s, Albany, celebrated its 190th 
Anniversary on November 12, 2017 in its fourth 
main building (1964). Previous locations were on 
South Ferry St. (now Equinox -1828), South Pearl 
St. (Times-Union Arena, 1838) and Lancaster St. 
(Empire State Plaza, 1862). St. Paul’s is Albany’s 
second oldest Episcopal congregation. St. Paul’s 
founded (in Albany) Trinity, Holy Innocents, Free 
St. Paul’s, Grace, St. Andrew’s, St. Mark’s and (in 
Delmar) St. Stephen’s. St. Paul’s has provided 
domestic and foreign leadership through 8 
Bishops including Bishop William Ingraham Kip, 
first Bishop of the State of California, and Henry 
Yates Satterlee, First Bishop of Washington, D. C. 
who began 
the National 
Cathedral. 
Sunday 
School had 
up to 750 
Sunday 
School 
students!

Churches of the Diocese of Albany
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St. Peter’s Church, Albany, was born of the 
Church of England’s Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, which was 
established to advance the Faith in the colonies. 
One of its missionaries, The Rev. Thomas Barclay, 

came to Albany in 1704. 
Rev. Barclay’s primary 
ministry was directed to 
the Iroquois tribes and 
the British garrison. Rev. 
Barclay soon oversaw 
the building of the first 
Anglican church in 
Albany. The first Service 
was held in this edifice 
in November of 1716.  
Two more churches were 
built subsequently near 
the site of the original 
church, one in 1803 
and the present church 
in 1859. Saint Peter’s 
has served our Lord in 
Albany for more than 
300 years. 

St. Ann’s, Amsterdam, has a history of 
ministering to the greater Amsterdam area for 
over 300 years.  In 1702, five Sachems of the 
Mohawk Nation met with the governor to plead 
with Queen Anne that she “be a good mother, 
and send them someone to teach them religion.” 
In 2012 we marked the 300th Anniversary of 
the founding of Queen Anne Chapel, the first 
Anglican outpost towards the west, located where 
the Schoharie Creek flows into the Mohawk River, 
subsequently named Fort Hunter.  The ministry 
was to its 
current location 
in 1851 with 
an expansion 
and dedication 
in 1888.  Our 
mission is to 
“connect people 
with Jesus 
Christ for the 
transformation 
of our lives, 
families, and 
communities.”

Christ Church, Ballston Spa, was formally 
recognized by the Diocese of New York on June 
27, 1787,   then rebuilt on Front Street and 
consecrated on August 11, 1818. In 1835, the 
present location was purchased to construct the 
beautiful structure which 
is now our church home. 
Its cornerstone was laid on 
October 5, 1860, and work 
was completed in March 
1862. The English Gothic 
style church was designed 
by architect Richard Upjohn 
& Co., NYC, and features 
a tall spire, exquisite 
rose window, and side 
buttresses. The new church 
was designed by Rev. 
Charles Babcock, son of 
a former pastor Deodatus 
Babcock and son-in-law 
to R Upjohn and Co, the 
architectural firm that also 
designed Trinity Church, 
Wall Street.

St. James, Ausable Forks: The first service 
at St. James was held on Christmas Eve, 1876, 
with the blessing of the Rt. Rev. William C. Doane, 
the first Bishop of Albany. The parish continues to 
worship the Lord regularly and faithfully, knowing 
that the Lord God will continue to use St. James 
and its people to carry out His will and purpose, 
near and far, as shown in their mission statement: 

“The Mission of St. 
James Episcopal 
Church, Au Sable 
Forks, is to share the 
knowledge of the love, 
peace, and grace of 
God through Jesus 
Christ, and to nurture 
and refresh all who are 
in travail and heavy 
laden, trusting in the 
guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.”

Churches of the Diocese of Albany
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St. Paul’s, Bloomville, was built in 1906 by 
the Every family. This beautiful country church 
has always had a member of the Every family 
in attendance. In May 2017, St. Paul’s began 
construction on a new Ministry and Community 
Center to better serve the community. The 
48x30, two-story structure behind the church, 
will soon house a food pantry, free clothing 
shop, Veteran’s center and meeting areas. These 
ministries will serve not only Bloomville but also 
the four rural hamlets surrounding Bloomville, all 
in Eastern Delaware County.

Church of the 
Transfiguration, 
Blue Mountain 
Lake, was built in 
1855 to face the 
lake, as the road did 
not then exist, and 
most people came by 
boat. Transfiguration 
continues to be a 
haven of spiritual 
nourishment, 
providing hospitality, 
hope and attention 
to the needs of 
the Adirondack 
community.

Church of the Holy Name, Boyntonville, 
was an extension of All Saint’s Hoosick 
established by Rev John B. Tibbits in 1867. The 
first public service was held on Easter, 1886.  In 
1889 land was donated by Alden Crandall where 
the church now stands, and built in June, 1889. 
The first service was held September 1889.  The 
building was consecrated November 1998 by 
Bishop Doane.  Over the years we have had 
approximately 12+ priests and many deacons 
conducting services,…even the actor, Burgess 
Meredith.  Fr. Nelson Lundberg served the church 
for 30 years until his death in December 2016. 
Today, Fr. James Brisbin is Priest-in-Charge to 
help our church and tiny congregation continue 
to grow in faith and numbers. 

Church of Saint Sacrement, Bolton 
Landing, perpetuates the name given to 
Lake George by the early French missionary, 
St. Issac Jogues.  Built on a stone ledge 
overlooking the lake, the church was 
consecrated in 1869. The church celebrated its 
150th year in July, 2017. The Church Mission 
Statement: “St. Sacrement Church is a family 
of disciples joyfully reaching out in love to 
nurture, teach and heal in Jesus’ name.”



31

The Episcopal Diocese of Albany – “Fulfilling the Great Commandment and Great Commission”

Calvary Church, Cairo: Structurally, Calvary 
Church is graced with gleaming period clapboard, 
bell tower, Greek Revival symmetry and stunning 
stained-glass windows.  These features, along 
with its appropriate location “on a hill,” offer an 
imposing image. Of course, it is the parishioners 
and clergy who have been the lifeblood of this 
rural outpost for 185 years.  Though historically 
small in numbers, Calvary has produced four 
priests and offered spiritual leadership to a 
rural community in the Catskills, through many 
challenges and triumphs. We now celebrate with 
the Diocese 
of Albany, its 
150th Annual 
Convention 
with inspiration 
and renewed 
hope toward 
the future, with 
God’s help.

Calvary Church, Burnt Hills, was 
incorporated on May 7, 1849, and consecrated 
by the Bishop of Maryland. Its first service was 
held on Christmas Day 1849. The Reverend 
Edward Davis, D.D., first rector, served six 
years without salary and gifted the rectory 
house and land to the church in 1856. A one-
story Parish Hall was built in 1877. Two major 
additions followed in 1895 and 1962. After fire 
extensively damaged Calvary Church’s interior 

in 1966, the quaint 
white church with its 
welcoming red doors 
was lovingly restored 
and enlarged. The 
Mission Statement: 
“Leading people to 
God through faith in 
Jesus Christ - in the 
Power of the Holy 
Spirit - by worship, 
witness, stewardship, 
fellowship, study and 
service.”

St. Luke’s, Cambridge: In September 1866, 
a charter was granted for a church in Cambridge, 
as part of the Diocese of New York.  St. Luke, the 
“beloved physician”, was chosen as the patron 
saint of the new church.  The cornerstone was 
laid on July 9, 1867 and the first service was 
held November 24, 1867.   In September 1870 
the church was consecrated by Bishop Doane.  
After a fire significantly damaged the church, a 
service of Thanksgiving was held in June 1892 
to celebrate its restoration.  In 1906 renowned 

designer Louis 
Comfort Tiffany 
was hired to 
redecorate.  St. 
Luke’s Church has 
15 Tiffany stained 
glass windows 
and one of the 
few remaining 
complete interiors 
by Louis C. Tiffany 
in the USA.

Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Canajoharie, was founded as a missionary 
outpost of St. Ann’s, Amsterdam.  The 
congregation dates back to 1852 worshipping 
in an area Lutheran Church.  The present-day 
structure was completed in 1857.  Other than the 
removal of the bell tower and the installation of a 
ramp entryway there has been little change to the 
original structure.  Interior upgrading has taken 
place, as needed. Of significance, two walls of our 
parish hall contain a mural vividly depicting Bible 
stories from Genesis 
through Revelation.  A 
two-sided, lighted sign 
was recently installed 
to touch those in 
the community.  The 
sign embraces the 
essence of the parish’s 
mission statement, 
which reads, “Reaching 
up…Reaching Out… 
Reaching Lives…
For Christ!!!”

Churches of the Diocese of Albany
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St. Luke’s, Catskill, has the honor of being 
the first church in Catskill, New York.  The church 
was incorporated on October 24, 1801, but 
there are references to a congregation meeting 
several years 
before that date, 
when the “Circuit 
Preacher” visited 
the area.  In 1803, 
Trinity Church in 
Manhattan donated 
the seed money 
of two thousand 
dollars to build a 
church.  St. Luke’s 
is one of the 
many “daughter 
churches” of Trinity.  
St. Luke’s is a traditional village church serving 
the mid-Hudson region meeting God in beautiful 
reverent worship, thoughtful inspiring teaching, 
warm authentic community and loving servants to 
our neighbors both near and far.  A place to find 
and be found by God.

Grace Church, Canton, was established 
on August 22, 1836. The original frame 
church was erected in1842 and served the 
congregation until 1903 when the current 
church was built.  It was moved behind the 
stone church as a parish hall and eventually 
demolished.  In 1887 the current rectory was 
built. Currently the emphasis at Grace is on 
ministry.  We run a community meal once a 
month, support missionaries, support KAIROS, 
actively promote ecumenical programs, and 
are presently engaged in using our vacant 
rectory as a halfway house for women in 

addiction 
recovery.  To 
this end we 
have been 
working with 
other churches 
and people in 
the community; 
gaining a 
renewed 
perspective on 
God’s Kingdom.

Christ & St. John’s, Champlain, was 
established in 1969, when Christ Church of 
Rouses Point merged with St. John’s Church of 
Champlain. The first services were held in the 
village’s school chapel in November, 1852.  On 
April 4th, 1853, St. John’s was built on Moore 
Street, but lost to a fire on Christmas Eve, 1902.  

In 1903, a stone structure 
was erected then sold 
twenty years later. From 
the proceeds, the present 
chapel was erected in 
1923. Christ Church was 
established in Rouses 
Point on September 13th, 
1860, and closed in 1969. 
It is the mission of Christ 
& St. John’s Church to 
be a joy filled people 
who know, live and share 
the saving work of Jesus 
Christ. 

St. Luke’s, Chatham: On October 1, 1883, 
the Rt. Rev. William Coswell Doane, First Bishop of 
the Diocese of Albany, fully organized St. Luke’s 
Mission, Chatham Village, Columbia County, 
New York. In 1884 procedures were begun to 
start a fund for the construction of a church. The 
cornerstone of the church was laid on the Feast 
of St. Bartholomew, August 24, 1892, with the 
Christmas service of that year held in the Guild 
room. On Easter day, 1893, the Church was fully 
completed and opened for Divine service.  St. 
Luke’s strength lies 
in its ability to have 
been an active 
witness for Christ 
in the  community, 
changing with 
the demands of 
the times, and 
with generations 
of faithful prayer 
warriors. 
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St. George’s, Clifton Park, was established 
in 1915.  The church moved in 1964 to its current 
location, 912 Route 146 in Clifton Park, 2 miles 
west of Exit 9 off of I-87, to the 9.2 acre tract that 
was purchased early in 1964. The church, parish 
hall, and educational buildings were dedicated 
on Thanksgiving Day, November 26, 1964.  The 
original 
church 
building 
was near 
the present 
Old Route 
146 and 
completed 
in 1922. A 
rectory, which 
is still being 
used, was 
built behind 
the church in 1967. The mission statement is 
“St. George’s is a community of disciples joyfully 
reaching out in love to nurture, teach, and heal in 
Jesus’ name.”

Grace Church, Cherry Valley, was organized 
on April 13th, 1846, and the cornerstone was 
laid for a beautiful building with stained glass 
windows and carved wood paneling inside.  
Currently we have a very active Sunday school 
program and bimonthly evening youth group 
activities.  We also offer adult Bible study groups 

on a regular basis.  We 
serve our community 
in many ways including 
monthly dinners April 
- October, local food 
pantry donations and 
Sunday coffee hours.  
Our congregation 
enjoys a variety of 
social activities through 
the year, which help 
us know one another 
better and to unite in 
the common joy of 
living out our Christian 
faith.  We are a diverse 
congregation that 
welcomes everyone to 
join us for worship. 

St. Christopher’s, Cobleskill, was founded to 
serve Schoharie County by The Rev’d John Crum 
in 1967, based on two smaller previous parishes. 
We are a Christ-Centered Anglican Church rooted 
in traditional Christian values. We are committed 
to the authority of Holy Scripture, sharing the 
Good News of Jesus Christ, preserving our 
unique Christian heritage, and reaching forth 
our hands in love to all who are in need. The 
folks at St. Christopher’s are genuinely warm and 
welcoming, and would be glad to welcome you 
to our Tuesday Bible study at 6:30 and to Holy 

Eucharist with 
healing prayer 
Sundays at 
10 am. We 
are just off 
Grandview 
Drive below 
the hospital.

St. John’s, Cohoes: On May 2, 1831, St. 
John’s was incorporated, then consecrated on 
May 12, 1833. On July 1, 1868, land on Mohawk 
Street was purchased to build a new church, and 
on December 15, 1875,  the new St. John’s was 
consecrated.  September 6, 1894, St. John’s was 
completely destroyed by fire, and on April 22, 
1896, the new church was opened for use.  As the 
demographics of Cohoes changed, the church 
on Mohawk Street became too large and difficult 
to maintain.  So, a new church was designed and 
constructed on Vliet Blvd. and consecrated by 
Bishop Brown 
on March 14, 
1970.  Our 
mission is to 
spread the 
gospel of Jesus 
Christ, making 
known his 
redeeming and 
transforming 
love.
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Z ion Church, Colton, is nestled in the 
foothills of the Adirondack Mountains in 
Colton, NY. In 1877, a group of Episcopalians 
formally organized St. Mary’s Mission which was 
recognized and accepted into the Diocese of 
Albany.  In 1883, Thomas Clarkson’s family gave 
the present church building to the Glory of God 
as a memorial to his 
wife, Elizabeth.  The 
name was changed to 
Zion Episcopal Church 
and consecrated on 
July 16, 1884 by Bishop 
William Croswell Doane.  
The parish has been 
served by many priests, 
vicars, deacons and lay 
persons.  The parish’s 
mission statement is, 
“We are ambassadors 
of Christ.  Our mission 
is to learn the mind of 
Christ, offer prayers in 
Christ, and do the deeds 
of Christ.”

St. Michael’s, Colonie, began as a seed 
church in the early 1950’s, holding services at 
the local fire house. Soon after, St. Michael’s  
obtained a permanent location nearby. Led by Fr. 
Paul Dwyer, and wife, Fern, parishioners hand-
built the mid-20th century A-frame sanctuary, 
digging the under croft, installing a vaulted 
wooden ceiling, and hand-making stained-glass 

windows. Over a 
dozen deacons 
and priests were 
seeded from here. 
We are a prayerful, 
ministry, focused 
and scripture 
based church. 
In May 2018 we 
welcomed our 
fourth Rector, 
Dan Jones, wife, 
Debbie and family.

Christ Church, Cooperstown, was founded 
through the missionary efforts of the Rev’d 
Daniel Nash, our first rector. In 1800, Father 
Nash presided over the burial of Hannah Cooper, 
daughter of village founder William Cooper. This 
act of pastoral grace led to the construction of a 
brick structure in 1807, and parish incorporation 
on January 1, 1811. The original church still 
stands, “Gothicized” through a renovation carried 
out by churchwarden James Fenimore Cooper 
in 1840. St Agnes Chapel was erected in the 
1860s for the Sunday School. With the Nashes, 
the Coopers, and countless saints who rest in the 

churchyard, 
the living 
congregation 
gathers today 
“in sure 
and certain 
hope of the 
resurrection 
unto eternal 
life through 
our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”

St. John in the Wilderness, Copake Falls, 
has been serving the community for 166 years 
and still going strong. It is a historic church with 
beautiful, natural surroundings.  Even better are 
the warmth and love of an active congregation.  
Our reverence for God is reflected both in the 
liturgy and in our 
willingness to explore new 
and classic theological 
horizons. The church 
is also a venue for 
community events. If 
you’ve never been here, 
or it’s been a while -- 
please be part of our 
community for worship 
on Sunday and for other 
events of fun, service, and 
Christian formation that 
take place in and around 
our lovely environs. We 
are very blessed by God.
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St. John’s, Delhi, was established September 
13, 1819, at a meeting held at the Court House 
and chaired by the Rev. David Huntington, Rector 
of St. Peter’s, Hobart.  It is the oldest church in 
Delhi and the second oldest Episcopal Church 
in Delaware County. In 1935 fire destroyed the 
original wood frame church. The memorial 
chapel began to be used as the church and still 
is today. It is architecturally significant as one 
of the finest and earliest remaining examples 
of the Romanesque style in Delaware County. 
On February 28, 1994, St. John’s initiated an 
application for 
inclusion on the 
State Register 
of Historical 
Places, and was 
subsequently 
granted. The 
parish’s mission 
is “Knowing Christ 
and Making Him 
Known”. 

Christ Church, Coxsackie, was incorporated 
in the Diocese of New York on the 14th of 
September in 1855. On the 14th of September, 
1870, it was re-consecrated and reincorporated in 
the Diocese of Albany.  Currently, we meet weekly 
on Sundays, starting with Morning Prayer at 10:00 
A.M. The morning also includes meditations on 
the Rosary and Holy Eucharist, which begins at 
11:00 A.M. We have an active healing ministry, 
have opened our parish hall for outreach groups, 
take part in the ecumenical life of the village, and 

active in healing 
ministry. There 
is also a clothing 
and emergency 
food pantry, 
along with other 
ministries that 
work to reach 
the least, the 
last and the lost. 

St. Stephen’s, Delmar, was founded in 
1909, and originally met in a blacksmith shop 
in Elsmere, NY. The original church building 
was completed in 1926, followed by the current 
sanctuary completed in the mid-1950s. In 2007 
a second floor was added which houses the St. 
Stephen’s PreK Academy – a popular community 
preschool that provides high-quality academic 
and spiritual education. St. Stephen’s is known 
for its love of missions, outreach, sacramental 
ministry, scripture and good preaching.  We strive 
to be faithful to our mission “to worship God in 
a loving community, to support people on their 

Christian 
journey, and 
to empower 
disciples for 
service, so 
that we can 
bring Jesus 
to each other 
and to the 
world.”

C hrist Church, Deposit: The organization 
for Christ Church began on July 12, 1860, by the 
Rev. Edward Andrews, but through the years that 
followed there were struggles to survive. The first 
church building was on Front Street around 1872. 
For the next 10 years Deposit again struggled until 
a revival of the church came in 1885. On June 
23, 1892, the church secured a new site for the 
current building and laid the cornerstone of the 
new church. On October 12, 1893, the church was 
Consecrated. Around 1899, the church sold the 
old church and purchased a new altar, lectern, and 
prayer desk. In 
1912, the church 
was closed, then 
re-opened in 
1915 and has 
been open ever 
since.
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Christ Church, Duanesburg, was built 
by James Duane, founder of the Town and 
a prominent figure in New York during and 
after the Revolutionary War.  The church was 
completed and consecrated on August 25, 1793.  
Celebrating its 225th anniversary in 2018, the 
church has remained largely unchanged, a plain, 
two story structure with a spire erected in 1811.  
The bell in the spire was installed in 1893 at the 
centennial celebration and is still rung each week 
at Sunday services. Christ Church welcomes an 
average of 40 worshippers for Sunday services 
with a Sunday School program consisting of up to 
12 children each 
week.  Our Parish 
welcomed our new 
Rector, Rev. Alistair 
Morrison, at his 
institution service 
in December 
2017.

St. Mary’s, Downsville, was established in 
1929. It is a small building, but one with a big 
heart. The parish is involved in the local food 
pantry and ever generous to our neighbors’ 
needs. Our parish has a good ecumenical 
relationship with the local Methodist church and 
we are a devout Church family. Our devotion is 
easily summed up in the prayer that is said each 
Sunday before the homily, “We adore thee, O 
Christ, and we bless thee. Because by thy holy 
Cross, thou hast redeemed the world.” 

Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Elizabethtown, was established in July, 1882 
and consecrated by the first Bishop of Albany, 
Bishop William Doane. Its mission is simple, 
but life changing. It reads, “To follow the 
Great Commandment and to fulfill the Great 
Commission as given to us by Christ.” 

St. John’s, Essex: In 1856 the former Ross 
family schoolhouse was converted to a church that 
was incorporated as St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in the Diocese of New York. Appropriate Gothic 
features with buttresses and lancet windows were 
added to the exterior, and a stone altar, designed 
by former rector John Henry Hopkins who wrote 
“We Three Kings of Orient Are”, and other interior 
accouterments were added over time.  In time the 
parish grew and established mission churches 
in nearby Boquet, Willsboro and Elizabethtown. 
Today, St. John’s is a growing and vibrant faith 
community 
that assumes a 
vital role in the 
Hamlet of Essex 
and, through its 
various mission 
programs, 
reaches far 
beyond.
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St. Paul’s, Franklin, was founded in 1865.  
It took two years to complete the Upjohn 
construction of the current Church.  The 
congregation met at the Methodist Church in 
Franklin until the construction was completed.  
Today, we are a small congregation, but very 
blessed by being an important part of our local 
community.  We hold a monthly soup supper, 
contribute to the local food bank, and support 
the school district with student supplies.  Our 
most enjoyed community events are “Home 
Town Christmas”, 
hosted by a 
local benefactor, 
featuring The 
Catskill Brass, and 
our annual Pie 
Sale during “Old 
Franklin Day”.

St. Peter’s by the Lake, Fourth Lake, was 
dedicated July 29, 1905 by Bishop Doane, and 
the chapel was accessible only by foot or by 
boat until 1926 when State Route 28 was built.  
The adjacent Clergy Lodge was built in 1912.  
The 100th anniversary was celebrated with the 
Reverend George Greene, retired rector of St. 
Augustine’s Church, Ilion, and longtime caretaker 
of the property.  The longstanding tradition of 
sharing this summer chapel with clergy families 
continues today.  The chapel is open for worship 

from the last 
Sunday of June 
through Labor 
Day weekend.  
Our mission is to 
worship the Lord 
in the beauty of 
his creation.

Christ Church, Gilbertsville, was founded 
on July 28, 1833. The cornerstone of the 
current building was laid in 1834. A Parish 
House was added in 1955, and contributes 
significantly to the many ministries supported by 
the Parish. The church building, as well as the 
accompanying Rectory and barn are included, 
with the entire village of Gilbertsville, on the 
National Register of Historic Places. For many 
years Christ Church has been active in various 
mission initiatives throughout the world. Locally 

they initiated the ‘Saint 
Afterschool Program’ 
and the Gilbertsville 
Ecumenical Relief 
Team. They worked to 
rebuild after hurricane 
Katrina in New Orleans 
and have served in 
Dominican Republic, 
Argentina, Bolivia, 
Belize, Hudson Bay 
Canada, South Sudan 
and Madagascar.

Church of the Messiah, Glens Falls, was 
organized by a few Episcopal families in 1840 with 
services at private homes during 1841-1842.  In 
June, 1866, the present structure was consecrated 
by The Rt. Rev. Horatio Potter.  Today the Church of 
the Messiah is called by God to be “Partners in the 
Transforming Power of Jesus Christ.”  Through our 
worship, work, and witness we strive to be obedient 
to the Word of God, 
sharing the Good News 
of Jesus Christ, and 
being transformed by 
His holy power so that 
those we minister to 
will know the extreme 
love that God has for 
them.  
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Trinity Church, Granville, was incorporated in 
1815. For over 200 years we have been serving 
the people of Granville, proclaiming the Word 
of God and saving love of Jesus Christ. Trinity is 
small, but active in the community through the 
Mettowee Valley Ecumenical Council and local 
food pantry. Bible Study, which has been running 
continuously for almost 
25 years, is regularly 
attended by members of 
other churches as well as 
our parishioners. Trinity 
is MISSION minded and 
gives10% of its annual 
budget to missions. 
Services are 10:00 A.M. 
Sundays and Tuesdays 
9:00 AM. Service of 
Healing prayer is on the 
4th Wednesday of each 
month at 7:00 PM. Fr. Art 
Peters has served Trinity 
since June, 2003.

Trinity Church, Gouverneur: The cornerstone 
of Trinity Church, Gouverneur, was laid on 
September 10, 1866. The church was dedicated 
free from debt July 29, 1869, by the first Rt. Rev. 
William Croswell Doane. Trinity was admitted into 
the Albany Diocese the following convention in 
1870. Except for the addition of the narthex in 
the late 1950’s, Trinity Church has remained the 
same as when it was built. Trinity remains to this 
day, the oldest original church structure within 
the community of Gouverneur. The photo shown 
here was taken during its 150th anniversary 
celebration. 

Christ Church, Greenville, was incorporated 
in 1825, and has been a witness to Christ for 
193 years. The present church, the second, 
was designed by Richard Upjohn and is an 
outstanding example of Gothic architecture.  It 
was completed and consecrated October 22, 
1857 by Bishop Potter of New York City.

St. Paul’s, Greenwich, was organized in 1870. 
The congregation was made up primarily of Irish 
immigrants who came from Gilford, Ireland, to 
work in Greenwich’s linen mill on the Battenkill 
River. The mill workers built a solid worshiping 
community. The church was completed in 1884. 
The church bell, donated in 1942, was previously 
used in the mill to call the mill workers to work 
and to signal the evening curfew. The mission of 
St. Paul’s today is to call people to experience and 
share the love of God as expressed most fully in 
the redeeming work of Jesus Christ.
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Christ Church, Herkimer, was established in 
1839, though the parish unofficially disbanded for 
awhile and was re-formed in 1854. Our current 
church building was built in 1888. We have been 
part of Herkimer for much of its history and we 
look forward to ministering to the people of the 
village and beyond for 
many years to come.  
We are a community 
that loves our traditions, 
but also wants to be 
creative in reaching 
those who need Jesus, 
always realizing that our 
first calling is to preach 
the Gospel and live out 
that Gospel by loving 
our neighbors and our 
enemies by caring for 
the poor, the friendless, 
and the hungry, and so 
be Christ to the world. 

St. Boniface, Guilderland, was founded 
as a mission in 1961 and incorporated in 1983 
under the leadership of Fr. Al Tuttle. Fr. John 
Zimmerman was called as the first full-time 
Rector in 1994. In 2009, the parish celebrated 
the Ordination of Fr. Steven Scherck, the current 
Rector. Always Building on Faith, the original 
multi-purpose church building was dedicated 
in 1964, a two-story addition completed in 
1987, stained glass added to the nave, and 
an elevator in the expanded narthex in 2014. 
Exterior improvements, including a towering 
cross, landscaping, and improved parking 

followed.  The 
parish’s mission 
is embodied in 
the St. Boniface 
prayer “to 
increase in faith, 
enlarge in family 
and expand in 
resources so that 
we may fulfill 
Your will.”

St. Peter’s, Hobart: St. Peter’s was admitted 
to union with the Diocese of New York on October 
12, 1796. There was controversy about where 
and when a church would be built, so, Trinity 
Church, Manhattan, furnished $500 to help them 
organize and move toward erecting a building.  
The frame was raised July 4, 1801, painted in 

1802 and furnished with 
pews in 1822.  Two churches 
owe their beginning to St. 
Peter’s – Grace Chapel, 
Stamford (now closed), and 
St. John’s, Delhi.  Since Saint 
Peter’s beginnings, men and 
women have sung praise 
to God, heard God’s word 
preached, and celebrated 
the sacraments.  Through 
the ministry of this parish, 
countless people have been 
brought to a deeper faith in 
Jesus Christ. The momentum 
continues.

A ll Saints, Hoosick, is a family-sized 
parish serving the needs of the rural community 
of Hoosick.  The parish has a long, historical 
connection with the influential Tibbits family of 
Rennselear County and with the Hoosac School.  In 
1864, George Mortimor Tibbits, Troy businessman 
and Hoosick farmer, began construction of the 
church building.  Its present stone towers and 
chancel were completed in 1872.  The Rev. Edward 
Tibbits established a day school 1889 that would 
later become the Hoosac School in 1892.  On May 
17, 1923, 
All Saints 
Church was 
incorporated 
under the laws 
of the State of 
New York and 
was placed in 
union with the 
convention of 
the Diocese of 
Albany. 
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Christ Church, Hudson, was established 
in 1802. The Gothic Revival church structure 
was designed by architect William G. Harrison 
and consecrated in 1857.  The church interior is 
marked by soaring lancet stained glass windows 
depicting the life of Christ.  Rector Allen W. Brown 
was elected fifth Bishop of Albany, Rector Sheldon 
Griswold became the first 
Bishop of Salina, now Western 
Kansas, and Rector George F. 
Seymour served as first Bishop 
of Illinois. In 1966, the parish 
added a rectory, offices and 
church school rooms  and 
remodeled its parish hall. 
The church today is active in 
its diverse community and in 
ecumenical and social justice 
concerns. Christ Church 
welcomes all regardless of 
race, nationality, income level, 
disability, gender or orientation.

St. Mark’s, Hoosick Falls, was founded in 
1833 and church construction was started in 
1853. The elaborate carved Reredos behind 
the main altar depicts the Last Supper and was 
carved in Oberammergau, Germany. It is one of 
the two full-relief depictions of the Last Supper 
known to exist in the world today. St. Mark’s bell 
tower contains a Chime of Nine Bells that can be 
played from a small console next to the 
E.M. Skinner Organ (Opus 873). The organ 
contains 1,373 pipes making use of its original 
wind system and in use today. Our congregation 
has prayed for and been blessed with many 
healings in recent years… AMEN!

Zion Church, Hudson Falls, was 
incorporated in 1817 as the Episcopal-Methodist 
Church in what was then Sandy Hill.  Initially, 
Services were held in a parishioner’s home. 
When the Episcopal and Methodist Churches 
split, a new building was completed in 1849 
and consecrated as Zion Episcopal Church in 
the newly-named village of Hudson Falls.  In 

1968, just after Good Friday 
Services, lightning struck 
the church roof, causing a 
fire that left only the exterior 
stone walls.  The interior 
was then rebuilt.  As the 
parish grew, a Chapel, Parish 
Hall, suite of Sunday School 
rooms, and a full-service 
kitchen were added to 
accommodate ministries.  Fr. 
Richard Lehmann is currently 
Priest-in-Charge.  God has 
blessed Zion over and over: 
praise to You, Lord Jesus! 

St. Augustine’s, Ilion: Organized religion 
came to Ilion in 1832.  It was the Methodists. 
Episcopalians began Services in 1867 and in 1869 
asked Bishop Doane to send a priest.  That same 
year, the Parish of St Augustine incorporated, called 
a rector, and held its first Service in the new church 
for the Christmas Eucharist. In 1886 financial 
difficulties caused the parish to revert to mission 
status and the building was not consecrated until 
1898. By 1906 there was new life and a new church 
was built in 1922. Two rectors went on to become 
bishops:  Fr 
J.D. Morrison 
(Duluth); 
and Fr S.M. 
Griswold 
(Chicago).  
Presently St 
Augustine’s 
is in a period 
of renewal.  
Retired Bishop 
Dan Herzog 
is priest-in-
charge.
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St. Paul’s, Keeseville, was founded in 1853 
by The Reverend Fernando Cortes Putnam.  
One Hundred and Sixty-Five years later, it is 
still celebrating the Good News of our Savior 
Jesus Christ.  We are a very small, loving 
Family Parish in the 
Anglican Tradition, 
located just inside the 
northern border of the 
Adirondacks off exit 
34 of the Adirondack 
Northway, in the 
center of the village 
of Keeseville.  If you 
are ever in our area, 
please join us at 9 A.M. 
every Sunday morning.

St. John’s, Johnstown, was established 
in 1763 by Sir William Johnson, the British 
representative of Indian Affairs.  The current 
church building is the third worship space for the 
congregation, and was erected in 1837 after fire 
destroyed the second church in 1836. St. John’s 
Gothic design and iconic bell tower have served 
as a downtown landmark for many generations.  
The church photo also shows an adjacent brick 
building purchased by the congregation in 

2014 and named 
“One Church Street”.  
Currently housing 
church offices, the 
parish intends to 
relocate their Food 
Pantry and NOAH meal 
ministry to One Church 
and to continue their 
tradition of “250 years 
of faith serving the 
community in the 
name of Jesus Christ.”

St. Paul’s, Kinderhook, Saint Paul’s, 
Kinderhook, has remained a steady beacon of 
faith in the Episcopal/Anglican tradition since 
our founding in 1851.  The church building, in 
the “board-and-batten gothic” style of architect 
Richard Upjohn, was built and consecrated half a 
mile away in 1852, then reassembled on a new 

site alongside the rectory.  
Our congregation is blessed 
to worship in beautiful 
surroundings, including 
five Tiffany stained glass 
windows.  Our real Pearl of 
Great Price, though, is Jesus 
Christ, who still calls men, 
women, and children here to 
glorify his Father, follow him, 
and bear fruit in the Holy 
Spirit.  In 2019 we celebrate 
150 years at this location.  
Join us as we worship 
the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness!

St. James, Lake Delaware: The Gerry family 
was hurrying to get to Saint John’s Church, Delhi 
in time for Sunday School when Commodore 
Gerry pointed to where Saint James would one 
day stand at the base of the Lake Road. He 
said, “I wish there were a Church here, then 
your children would get to Sunday School on 
time.” A small house was leased where the first 
service was held on Palm Sunday, 1914. The 
Rt. Rev. Richard Nelson was present for the first 
Confirmation Service on Sunday, November 3, 
1914.  The eminent architect, Ralph Adams Cram, 
of Boston, designed the present Saint James 
Church. On 
Saint James’ 
Day, 1922, 
the Bishop 
Coadjutor-
elect, 
George 
Ashton 
Oldham, laid 
the corner 
stone.
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St. Mary’s Church, Lake Luzerne, in 
beautiful Lake Luzerne, strives to be a warm and 
welcoming parish committed to sharing the Good 
News of the saving, transforming and healing love 
of Jesus Christ. One of our principal founders 
was Lt. Col. Benjamin C. Butler, a Civil War Union 
Army officer. Legend has it that on one of the 
battlefields he made an oath to God that if he 
survived the war, 
he would help build 
a church. Upon 
returning safely 
home from the war 
he was faithful to his 
pledge, helping to 
establish St. Mary’s 
in 1865. St. Mary’s 
was also blessed 
to have the Rt. Rev. 
William H. Love, 9th 
Bishop of Albany, 
serve as rector from 
1992-2006.

St. James, Lake George: Tradition has it 
that in 1855 the Reverend Isaac Tuttle paddled 
his canoe to the meet with others at the Court 
House to discuss the naming and incorporation 
of an Episcopal Parish in Lake George. He was so 

taken by the beauty around 
him that upon arriving at 
the meeting he shared 
James 1:17, “Every good 
and perfect gift is from 
above coming down from 
the Father of lights …”. On 
August 5, 1855, St. James’ 
was named after that verse. 
Since then, it has been a 
place of worship, rest, and 
refreshment for residents 
as well as the many visitors 
who come through our 
doors ... a good and perfect 
gift given by our Father.

St. Eustace, Lake Placid, was founded in 
1894.  The first services were held in the parlor 
of the famous old Stevens House as part of the 
mission of Rev. Walter W. Larom of Saranac Lake.  
The original site of St. Eustace by the Lakes was 
built on the strip of land between Lake Placid 

and Mirror Lake, and 
was consecrated on 
September 9, 1900.  
The Vestry voted in 
1926 to dismantle 
St. Eustace by the 
Lakes and rebuild 
the structure on its’ 
current site, on Main 
St. overlooking Mirror 
Lake.  The corner stone 
was laid on March 17, 
1927 and by June 19, 
1927 the church was 
ready for services. 

St. Hubert’s of the Lake, Lake Pleasant, 
started as a summer chapel in 1954 and became 
a parish in 1959.  The church was named for St 
Hubert’s of the Lakes for the Lake District and 
for the patron saint of hunters, an important 
part of life in the region. In the early 1970’s, the 
church building was deemed too small, so, in 
1974 a new church and undercroft were built and 
consecrated by Bishop 
Hogg. Over the years 
much work has been 
done to improve and 
beautify the building. 
Today a small but 
faithful congregation 
meets each Sunday 
for the Holy Eucharist 
and is involved in 
supporting outreach 
both with personal 
involvement and 
financial support. 
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St. Matthew’s, Latham, began as a 
mission chapel of St. Johns, Troy.  In 1943 gas 
rationing became an issue and 25 families 
began worshipping in a Latham Fire House, 
then moved to a Grange Hall.  In 1953, funds 
were raised to erect a chapel on Old Loudon 
Road.  Sixty families held their first service on 
December 19th, 1954.  Sixty plus years later, our 
faithful family worships in a church completed in 
1958, and gathers for events in our parish hall 
(original chapel).  The steeple was added in 2004.  
We welcome everyone, providing donations 
to numerous 
missions both 
local and 
worldwide, and 
wrap those in 
need with items 
made with Love 
from our “Knit 
One, Pray Too 
Ministry.”  Come 
Join Us!

Trinity Church, Lansingburgh, is an 
“Episcopal Community that is guided by the Holy 
Scriptures to invite others to join us in celebrating 
and experiencing the love of Jesus in our lives, in 
our fellowship, in our worship, and in our service 
to all people.” Located at Fourth Avenue at 115th 

Street, Troy, the parish was 
founded January 5, 1804, 
the first Episcopal church 
in Rensselaer County. 
The current Church 
(1868), parish house 
(1930), rectory (1844) 
and historic graveyard 
(1807) are on the National 
Register. Today the Rev. 
Dr. Desmond C. Francis 
(Trinity’s 16th Rector) leads 
a small, vibrant parish 
into its third century of 
doing the Lord’s work, 
welcoming with joy and 
loving all people who come 
to Trinity

Church of Our Saviour, Lebanon Springs: 
From 1710 to 1772, missionaries came to the 
valley of the Wyomanock now known as New 
Lebanon. In 1772 the parish was commissioned 
by the Church of England.    In 1790, Johnathan 
Nash, Episcopalian missionary, came to the 
Springs as preacher. In November, 1869, Bishop 
Doane established the parish as a mission 
of the Diocese of Albany.   The church was 
dedicated in 1881 and has shared the love of 

Jesus Christ since 
then in the valley 
and beyond.  On 
February 17, 2018, 
Bishop Love installed 
our present priest 
Frank Lockwood, to 
lead this parish to 
continue to share and 
live the Love of Jesus 
Christ as expressed 
by his people.

Emmanuel Church, Little Falls, grew from 
a group of Episcopalians looking to Worship God 
together. In 1823, the Church was incorporated 
and gathered for its first 12 years in the “Octagon 
Church,” overlooking the Mohawk River. In 1833, 
with the financial help of Trinity Church, Wall 
Street, money was raised 
to construct the current 
stone Church building. In 
1835 it was Consecrated 
by Bishop Onderdonk 
of the Diocese of New 
York. The Church, for its 
first 45 years was part 
of that Diocese, but has 
been, for the past 150 
years, a “Faithful Family 
Member” of the Diocese 
of Albany. We celebrate 
this great milestone 150th 
Anniversary Celebration of 
that “Faith once delivered 
to the saints.” (Jude 3)
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St. Margaret’s, Margaretville, was 
established in 1927. Today, it is a small and 
loving  Christian family that meets each Sunday to 
celebrate Holy Communion. The parish is always 
generous to neighbors in need.  We have an 
extensive prayer list which is read each week.  Our 
congregation is always open to homeless in need 
of shelter. Each time the Bishop visits our parish, 
we have held confirmations. Praise God!

St. Mark’s, Malone, was born in 1825. By 
1831, the Episcopal Church Society of St. Mark’s 
was established.  The first wooden church was 
completed and consecrated in 1848, and a Hook 
and Hasting organ was installed in 1875.  1852 
saw the purchase of the original rectory and 
St. Mark’s became the center of the Northern 
Missionary District in 1869.  Construction of 
the first stone church building began in 1883 
and consecrated in 1889.  Construction of the 
current stone rectory began in 1916.   March, 

1982, saw the near 
total devastation of 
the church by fire 
with reconstruction 
completed later that 
year.  The stained 
glass windows and 
organ were replaced 
by 1989.  We have 
been joyfully sharing 
God’s love for 193 
years!

St. John’s, Massena: The first services were 
held in the Town Hall in 1868.  First named Great 
Shepherd Church , the name changed to St. 
John’s in January, 1872.  In 1887, the Gothic 
brick building was constructed and in 1904, the 
rectory was built next door. St. John’s buildings 
and congregation grew with the addition of 
many industries to Massena. St. John’s has 
been enriched by the addition of the Armenian 
community; also the Lutherans looking for a 

new home after their 
church closed in 
1990. Our building is 
used by many groups 
and organizations, 
including a free-
standing medical 
clinic for uninsured 
adults. We honor 
God through 
worship, study and 
prayer, pastoral 
care, outreach and a 
variety of ecumenical 
endeavors.

St. Luke’s, Mechanicville, now called St. 
Luke’s on the Hill in the Town of Halfmoon, 
traces its origins to 1830 when it was organized 
in nearby Mechanicville. Its home for the past 
nine and a half years is the third structure to 
be occupied by this 184-year old parish. The 
present church opened on October 19, 2008, 
and is home to a welcoming, ever-growing and 
dynamic congregation. In addition to the worship 
center, offices and classrooms, the parish also 
has a rectory and spacious grounds conducive 
to outdoor activities. The parish has developed a 
very successful Recovery Center, supporting those 
fighting various 
addictions.  It 
also gathers for 
grief counseling, 
Bible study, 
prayer shawl 
ministry and 
religious 
education.
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Trinity Chapel, Morley, is an historic Episcopal 
church in St. Lawrence County, New York. It was 
consecrated in 1871 by Bishop Doane. It is a 
gothic revival chapel, which has a gable roof, 
is rectangular in shape, a sanctuary measuring 
approximately 24 feet by 62 feet and a chancel 
measuring 16 feet by 24 feet and forming a rear 
wing. It is constructed of brick and faced with 
fieldstone. It was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places 

Grace Church, Mohawk, was founded in 
1879.  The cornerstone of the present building 
was laid in 1883.  The church holds a prominent 
place in Mohawk, standing proudly at the four 
corners of the village. The church rectory, 
which is next door, now serves as church offices 
and meeting place.  Both the church and the 

rectory have undergone 
significant renovations in 
the past few years. Our 
congregation is small, 
but active, and warmly 
welcomes all those 
who join us.  We are 
known for our mission 
in the community 
having established a 
Care Cupboard as well 
as donating regularly 
to two food cupboards 
which serve Mohawk 
and surrounding 
communities. 

Zion Church, Morris, built in 1818, was 
founded by The Rev’d Daniel Nash. Zion grew 
out of services held in the homes of some of the 
earliest settlers in the Butternut Valley. Services 
were conducted by various preachers, including 
Fr. Nash who became the first permanent Rector 
of what was named Harmony Church.  As this 
small band of communicants outgrew Harmony, 
the congregation pressed for a larger facility.  
Their zeal resulted in construction of the present-
day stone edifice on land donated by General 
Jacob Morris in 1818.  The new structure was 

named “Zion”.  
While the church 
building remains 
outwardly the 
same, the interior 
was completely 
renovated and 
enlarged by 
adding a chancel 
in 1868. 

A ll Saints Chapel, Morris Manor, and 
its adjacent cemetery, are located a few miles 
south of the village of Morris. The small stone 
Gothic Revival church was built circa 1866 on 
the Morris family estate.  The chapel cemetery is 
a final resting place for Morris family members, 
their neighbors, family employees, and Zion 
parishioners.  The earliest burial is that of Censa 
Morris, Jacob Morris’ infant daughter, who died 
in 1791. All Saints serves the Morris Manor 
community, 
seeking, engaging 
and encouraging 
others through 
a life-changing 
journey. Their 
vision is to impact 
and renew Morris 
Manor with the 
transforming 
message of Jesus 
Christ through 
words and actions.
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St. Philip’s, Norwood, was incorporated 
as a Parish in 1901, but its roots go back to a 
group of 15 families who began meeting as St. 
Andrew’s Mission in 1874. The building was 
finished in 1894, and the name was changed to 
St. Philip’s at that time. The congregation has 
a long tradition of feeding people. The church 
historian, Mrs. Clark Bowhall, wrote that “our 
church suppers were popular well before the 
building of our Parish Hall.” The parish’s primary 
goal, in fellowship with our sister churches, is to 
live out the love of Jesus here in Norwood. Taking 
to heart Jesus’ words in Matthew 11:28-29, St. 
Philip’s 
mission 
statement 
is twofold: 
“Welcoming 
the weary, 
dedicated to 
discipleship.”

Christ Church, Morristown, was formed in 
1830 and incorporated July 6, 1846. The church 
edifice was erected in 1833 with a membership 
of around 40. Christ Church continued into the 
1960’s, at which time it was reduced to only 
occasional services, contingent on the availability 
of a priest. It was on July 4th, 1976 (marking the 
Bi-Centennial) that Fr. Dan Herzog (now Bishop 
Dan - retired) held the first of regular services, 

later assuming the 
parish rectorship. Known 
for its Anglo-Catholic/
Evangelical/Charismatic 
worship and parish life, 
Christ Church was at the 
forefront of Charismatic 
Renewal and the Cursillo 
movement in the Albany 
Diocese. The parish 
continues under its 
current rector, Fr. Ed 
LaCombe, along with 
a vibrant, welcoming 
congregation.

St. John’s, Ogdensburg, is Gothic 
architecture, dating back to the 19th century.  
The stained glass windows are simply 
magnificent, and harken back to a time when 
they were used to tell the stories of Christ and 
his goodly band of Apostles.  Nestled in each 

corner of the nave are two 
beautifully appointed side 
chapels–one dedicated to 
the Holy Family and the 
other to our Armed Forces. 
There’s even a Bishop’s 
Throne. With its imposing 
four-pointed bell tower, 
and carefully manicured 
campus, St. John’s Church 
houses a number of historic 
treasures–a hand-carved 
baptistery, a gold-framed, 
painted portrait of the first 
Rector (dating back to the 
1820s), and centuries old 
“holy hardware” of every 
imaginable shape and size.

St. James, Oneonta, was recognized as a 
mission in 1871, and became a parish in 1898.  
Our 1871 church building is the center of a large 
modern campus, housing vital ministries.  Our 
programs provide free hot meals to all comers 
five nights a week, and free groceries from 
our pantry. In partnership with the Friends of 
Recovery, Delaware and Otsego County (FOR-
DO) the Turning Point offers regional Recovery 
services. St. Innocent of Alaska OCA mission 
meets in our undercroft. For over two decades 
our missions to the Dominican Republic have 
built a strong partnership with the Iglesia Santa 
Cruz.  The Saint 
J Fest in late July 
is becoming a 
local musical 
landmark, 
featuring 
classical, jazz, 
country-rock, 
bagpipes and 
drums. 
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St. John’s in the Wilderness, Paul Smith’s: 
St. John’s in the Wilderness, in the Adirondacks, 
was founded in 1876 by Dr. Edward Livingston 
Trudeau with the help of Paul Smith and many of 
the wealthy camp owners around Spitfire, Upper, 
and Lower Saint Regis Lakes. The original log 
building burned in 1928, and was replaced by the 
present structure, designed by William G. Distin, 
in 1930.  The non-denominational cemetery 
surrounding the church contains the graves of Dr. 
Trudeau, Paul Smith, Charles Minot Dole (founder 
of the National 
Ski Patrol), 
Clifford R. Pettis 
(the father of 
reforestation) 
and several 
other notable 
residents of the 
area.  St. John’s 
is open for 
worship in July 
and August.

Gloria Dei Church, Palenville: From the 
first services held in Palenville in 1853, to the 
completion of the present stone church in 1885, 
and through the years to the present, Gloria Dei 
Church has gathered to equip the People of God 
as they strive to proclaim and to live the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ in 
our daily lives. 

St. Mark’s, Philmont, began as a chapel 
on Fowler’s Block, The gift of land by the Aken 
family is where the new church was built. The 
cornerstone was laid in 1885 and the church 
was consecrated by Bishop Doane. In 1892 the 
cornerstone for the parish hall was laid. The 
first priest to serve was the Reverend John D. 
Kennedy. The Vicar Reverend Mark McDarby is 
currently in charge.

Trinity Church, Plattsburgh, incorporated 
1821, is an 1830 stone church, capacity c. 250, 
with a square bell tower reminiscent of Norman 
architecture. It sits near a small downtown 
green and city hall. A dozen handsome 19th 
century memorial windows grace all sides of the 
“oldest public” building in Plattsburgh.   Of our 
26 rectors, the longest in office were Fr. Richard 
Janke (26 years) and Fr. Joseph Coit (26 years 
in two installments). Our most famous rector, 
lately of interest to the BBC, was John Henry 
Hopkins, who later wrote “We Three Kings” 
and commissioned several objects of aesthetic 

virtue. Our ground-
breaking first 
female rector, Mtr. 
Teri Monica arrived 
in 2016.
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Christ Church, 
Pottersville: The Bishop 
of Michigan consecrated 
Christ Church  in1844. Its 
present location on Route 9 in 
Pottersville was determined as being equidistant 
from each of its founding families (one in Schroon  
Lake and the other at Friends Lake).  The original 
church building burned in 1925 and was replaced 
the same year. The second structure was burned 
in 2006 by a disturbed youth who disagreed 
with the teachings of our church. The current 
building was erected in 2009 and received many 
donations from Hawaii and Alaska. The building 
was destroyed in 2006 and completely gutted, 
save for the cross, which remained untouched 
and now adorns the present structure. Visitors are 
welcome to our noon Mass followed by lunch.

Trinity Church, Potsdam: Episcopalians 
met in Potsdam in the early 1800s, encouraged 
by the missionary, Daniel Nash, and pastored 
by the rector of St. Paul’s, Waddington.  Under 
the leadership of the Clarkson family, founders 
of Clarkson University, Trinity became a parish 
in 1835.  The Clarksons  provided funds and 
materials for the sandstone structure on Fall 
Island in the center of town, consecrated by 
Bishop Onderdonk in 1836.  John Clarkson 
wrote, “The formation of a parish with prospects 
so encouraging must be a pleasing circumstance 
to the friend of the church who regards her 

as presenting 
reasonable 
doctrines and 
scriptural liturgy.”  
Trinity has long 
been closely tied to 
local universities, 
while extending a 
pastoral, Christ-
centered outreach 
to the North 
Country.

Church of the Redeemer, Rensselaer, 
has roots that go back to the 1700s when the 
congregation would row across the Hudson to 
attend church at the fort’s chapel in Albany.  In 
1853, The Church of the Messiah was founded 
by Dr. Van Rensselaer and neighbors in what was 
then Greenbush. Messiah grew and in 1871 they 

established a mission 
church, Church of the 
Epiphany, in Rensselaer.  
Both churches thrived 
and grew within the 
community.  Then in 
1961, The Church of 
the Epiphany was lost to 
fire.  The two churches 
merged as The Church 
of the Redeemer and 
opened in 1963. Today, 
the small but determined 
congregation is doing the 
Lord’s work and serving 
the community through a 
few needed ministries. 

Trinity Church, 
Rensselaerville, is a 
summer chapel that holds 
Sunday service 11 A.M. during 
July and August. The beautiful 
church still looks down over 
the village from its hillside site 
more than 200 years. 

St. John’s, Richfield Springs, was 
established in 1849. The current church was built 
in 1880. St. John’s was a daughter parish of St. 
Luke’s in the hamlet of Monticello nearby. St. 
Luke’s closed in the 1930’s and was integrated 
back into St. John’s at that time. St. John’s 
mission is to follow Jesus and to reach out to 
our community with God’s great love. We believe 
that God has called us to witness to the good 
news of Christ crucified, telling the world the 
Gospel message of 
Jesus Christ, and to 
express our individual 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
whatever those gifts 
may be that the Holy 
Spirit has blessed us 
with for a season or for 
our whole lives.
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A ll Souls Memorial Chapel, St. Hubert’s: 
This Episcopal chapel was begun in 1912 as a 
“memorial to all souls, near and distant, known 
and unknown.”  The first service was held in 
1912 and the chapel was consecrated in May 
1916.  All Soul’s was first a mission and later a 
summer chapel and continues today to serve 
both summer and year-round residents of the 
community. The Father Mabry fund (named after 
the priest whose dynamic leadership revitalized 
the chapel in the late 1960’s) ensures that the 
door of the 
Memorial 
Chapel of 
All Souls will 
always be open 
during the 
summer and 
its mission will 
continue.

A ll Saints, Round Lake, was consecrated 
on The First Sunday After Easter, April 29, 1892. 
The Right Reverend William Croswell Doane, 
Bishop of Albany, consecrated the building which 
was erected on a plot of land transferred by the 
Round Lake Association.  In 1924 the church 

was admitted as 
a Parish Church 
into union with 
the Convention 
of the Diocese of 
Albany.  Today, we 
are a welcoming, 
growing 
congregation 
committed to 
Bringing People 
to Jesus.

St Paul’s Church, Salem, was incorporated 
in February 1860.  The rector of St Paul’s Church, 
Troy, laid the cornerstone in September, and 
the Bishop of New York consecrated the new 
church (the nave of the present church building) 
in December 1860. Two additions (in 1875 and 
1890) brought the building to its present size and 
the historic E. & G.G. Hook organ was installed 
in 1890. The parish operated a boarding school 
in the 1880’s. The former school building now 
houses the community food pantry. Today St 
Paul’s is an inclusive parish with traditional 
worship and music and a strong presence in the 
ecumenical community of Salem.

St. Luke’s, Saranac Lake, was designed 
by NYC architect R. M. Upjohn and consecrated 
on July 10, 1879, as a mission.  In 1903 St. 
Luke’s gave up its mission status, and became 
an independent parish in communion with the 
Diocese of Albany.  Even today, 50 years after 
breakthroughs in drug therapy nearly eradicated 
tuberculosis, St. Luke’s 
counts among its 
parishioners, people 
who came to Saranac 
Lake, and St. Luke’s, to 
experience the physical 
and spiritual healing that 
began with the arrival 
of our own “beloved 
physician” nearly 125 
years ago.
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Bethesda Church, Saratoga Springs, was 
incorporated as a church on October 4, 1830, 
and accepted into the Diocese of New York on 
October 8, 1830.  Bethesda’s stone building, 
likely designed by architect Richard Upjohn, was 
completed in 1844. A new façade, designed by 
A. Page Brown and supported by Spencer and 
Katrina Trask, was added in 1887. The historic 
church interior is stunning with Tiffany windows 
and hammer-beamed ceiling supports.  Bethesda 
is well known for its music programs and its 
beautiful organs. A long tradition of service 
and outreach continues as the church nears its 

bicentennial in 
2030. In 2018, 
Bethesda will 
publish Bethesda 
Episcopal Church: 
A Place of Worship 
and Healing in 
Saratoga Springs, 
New York, a 
comprehensive 
history.

Christ Church, Schenectady, can trace its 
roots to a Sunday School class in the home of 
Miss Abbie Vought in downtown Schenectady.  
This group became incorporated as a parish in 
the Episcopal Diocese of New York on September 
23, 1867, the year before the Episcopal Diocese 
of Albany was formed.  
The original building was 
built on lower State St., 
but by 1909, the need for 
a larger facility prompted 
the purchase of land on 
the corner of State and 
Swan Streets where the 
church stands today.   Our 
mission is to reveal the 
presence and character 
of God through Jesus 
Christ, being transformed 
as we participate in God’s 
transforming work in the 
world.  “Transformed lives 
transforming our world.”

St. George’s, Church, Schenectady, was 
established in 1735, and in 1865 it became the 
first parochial mission in Schenectady. Within 
two years after its establishment, it became 
an independent parish.  As the population of 
Schenectady more than doubled in the first 
decade of the twentieth century, St. George’s 
responded with the establishment of three more 
parochial missions in the Schenectady area: 
St. Paul’s Church, 1913, St. Andrew’s Church, 

(Scotia) in 1916, and 
St. Stephen’s Church, 
in 1928.  In time each 
became independent 
parishes.  In 1952, St. 
George’s undertook a 
major restoration of 
the church, and today 
remains a vibrant 
Christian community 
in the Anglo-Catholic 
tradition serving the 
historic Stockade district 
of Schenectady and the 
surrounding area. 

St. Paul’s, Schenectady: In 1896 a few 
faithful Episcopalians living in Bellevue wanted 
to worship together.  Mr. Hopkins provided 
his house and St. Paul’s was born.  Having 
outgrown the Hopkins house, they moved to 
the Good Templar’s Hall.  In time, new quarters 
necessitated a move to the Oddfellows Hall before 
moving to its current location and dedicated on 
St. Paul’s day, 1915.  Six years later during the 
tenure of the Rev. Boys, the congregation became 
an incorporated parish.  In 1960, during Rev. 
Gerald Nolting’s tenure, the current church was 
built. 
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Church of the Holy Spirit, Schenevus: In 
1840, the St. Agnes Mission was first established 
in the area. Purchasing land in 1888, the renamed 
Church of the Holy Spirit began construction 
and was consecrated on December 21, 1891. In 
1906, the 502 pound bell was purchased for the 
princely sum of $250 and 
installed in the tower, where 
it still sounds out on Sunday 
mornings and Feast Days, 
proclaiming the love of Christ 
to the hamlet of Schenevus. 
We are a small congregation 
dedicated to sharing the love 
of Christ and neighbor with 
our community.

St. Stephen’s, Schenectady, was built 
and incorporated in 1947. Its educational wing 
was built in 2012. The congregation shares a 
common understanding of the Christian faith that 
informs, but does not determine what ought to 
be done in living the Christian life.  The worship, 
outreach and programs take into account diverse 
understandings of issues within and without the 
church.  Ambiguity and difference are not only 
tolerated but accepted, as long as issues and 
questions are probed and spiritual insights are 
gained. The outdoor labyrinth is a seven-circuit 

round classical 
design which is 
an adaptation of 
the millennia-
old type found in 
many medieval 
churches. Today it 
is used by groups 
and by individuals 
both within and 
outside the 
congregation. 

St. Stephen’s, Schuylerville: After several 
years of services by itinerant priests, the Parish 
of St. Stephen’s was incorporated March 2, 1846 
in the booming Champlain Canal village of 
Schuylerville. With the gift of a plot of land by the 
Victory Manufacturing Company and substantial 
contributions by Dr. Charles H. Payn, the 
congregation broke ground in 1868 for a church 
building and school. Services began at Christmas 
that year, while the church was being completed 

with chestnut 
pews, a bell, a 
tracker organ 
and handsome 
stained glass 
windows. 
Bishop Doane 
conducted the 
consecration in 
1870.

St. Andrew’s, Scotia: In 1909, 
Mrs. L M Britton was inspired to plant an 
Episcopal Church in Scotia, as a mission of St 
George’s, Schenectady.   We have been a vital 
parish for more than a century, served by priests, 
deacons, and lay people of faith.  We look to the 
future, trusting in the Lord’s grace.  Here is our 
mission:  As members of St Andrew’s Church 
Episcopal, our mission is to: GROW spiritually, 
rooted in Scripture and Sacraments, BRING the 
love of Jesus Christ into the local and wider 
community, 
WELCOME all 
into the healing 
and worshiping 
family of 
Christ’s Church.
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St. Paul’s, Sidney, will be celebrating 150 
years of Episcopal services, and is a small but 
active parish. Isaiah 58:10 reminds us “if you 
offer yourself to the hungry, and satisfy the 
afflicted one, then your light will shine in the 
darkness, and your night will be like noonday.” 
St. Paul’s community-based missions include 
a weekly feeding program, which serves hot 
lunches to area residents. St. Paul’s also offers 
a free clothing program for those in need, 
and a handmade sleeping bag ministry, which 
provides not only sleeping bags, but clothing and 
toiletries to homeless persons in the surrounding 
communities. All of these ministry programs 

are long-
established and 
provided entirely 
through the 
ongoing efforts 
of dedicated 
volunteers 
and financial 
contributors.  

St. Mary’s, Springfield Center, is a friendly 
parish of open-minded people from a variety 
of religious traditions and backgrounds. The 
first Episcopal services were held in Springfield 
Center in 1875 in the Universalist Church. The 
congregation then built a Gothic shingle style 
church, a Queen Anne style rectory, and an arts 
and crafts style parish hall originally built to 
house a small convent and school. This stucco 
parish house houses the Chapel of the Holy 
Child appointed with needlework exhibited at the 
1898 World’s Fair. Today St. Mary’s maintains its 
historic buildings 
while supporting 
many local, national, 
and international 
ministries. The 
mission of St. 
Mary’s is “a diverse 
community working 
together to share 
the Good News of 
God’s love.”

Church of the Nativity, Star Lake, was built 
in 1964. The first Service was held on September 
13th 1964.  The Church now is a Summer Chapel 
open for 10 Sundays every summer from July 4th 
to Labor Day.  Holy Eucharist is at 4 PM.  Priests 
and Deacons from the St. Lawrence Deanery 
provide leadership each week.

Church of the Cross, Ticonderoga, 
services were held as early as 1810, but the first 
formal Church of the Cross building was erected 
in 1871.  This building was destroyed by fire in 
1884, but the altar, silver communion service, 
tower bell, and windows were rescued.  The 
existing building was completed and consecrated 
in July, 1885. Our mission 
is to bring all people to 
unity with God, to provide a 
safe, loving place to worship 
and to love our neighbor 
as ourselves. The parish 
is a small, strong, loving, 
welcoming, and caring group 
who joyfully worship together 
each week. Fellowship is 
important to us, so each 
Sunday Service is followed by 
a brunch where parishioners 
continually broaden our 
church family relationships.
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S t. Paul’s, Troy, was founded in 1804, the 
first Episcopal parish in Troy, NY, and the mother 
church of all other Episcopal parishes in Troy. 
By 1826, the first church building was deemed 
inadequate and plans were laid to build a new 
church which was consecrated in 1828 by the 
Bishop of New York, The 
Right Reverend John Henry 
Hobart. In 1891-1893, 
under the eye of the chief 
artisan Mr. J.A. Holzer of the 
Tiffany Glass and Decorating 
Company,  a major 
renovation resulted in the 
interior which we see today. 
St. Paul’s is considered to be 
the only totally integrated 
Tiffany-designed interior in 
the United States. All but 
three windows were executed 
by the Tiffany Studios.

St. John’s Church, Troy: Formed in 1830, 
St. John’s lives out its faith in relationship to its 
neighborhood. On Sundays our church fills up 
with worshippers; on Saturday mornings, our 
Parish Hall fills up with unchurched persons 
and visits our Thrift Shop, Food Pantry, our 
Parish Nurses, and a hospitality ministry that 

includes coffee, bread 
and a community Bible 
study.  Our service to the 
world flows out of and is 
shaped by our worship of 
the risen Lord; and our 
worship of the Risen Lord 
is shaped and vitalized by 
our relationships with our 
neighbors. They change 
our prayers; expose our 
needs; prove the limits of 
our faith, hope and love, 
and return us to the Altar 
seeking more.

St. Thomas’, Tupper Lake, the oldest 
church in Tupper Lake, began in 1890 when a 
train owner and man with a heart for God, John 
Hurd, gave free train rides to persons who would 
attend a church service held in the train station 
led by Mr. Hurd. The train became known as the 
“Gospel Mission Train”. St. Thomas had three 
locations, the first being the “train”, then for 
years, it occupied what is now the Baptist Chapel.  
Groundbreaking for its current location came 
in April 1991, and the first service was held that 
summer. Fr. Bill Cooper has led the congregation 
since 2003. The church’s mission is “to mirror 

the loving 
generosity 
of God for 
the people of 
Tupper Lake.”

A ll Angels, Twilight Park: The Memorial 
Church of All Angels is located in Twilight Park in 
Haines Falls, New York. Twilight Park was founded 
in 1888 and is mostly a summer community of 
some 90 plus cottages. The cornerstone of the 
church was laid in the fall of 1895 and the first 
Holy Communion was held in the church on the 
first Sunday in August of 1896. Bishop Henry 
Yates Satterlee, the first Bishop of Washington, 
D.C., served at All Angels.  The Reverend Bradford 
H. Burnham, followed by his son, Frederick 
Burnham, 
served as 
rectors for 
many years. 
The Church is 
open from the 
end of June to 
Labor Day.
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St. Matthew’s, Unadilla, was organized 
November 1, 1809. We were the first church 
organization in the town, and the first house 
of worship. Our early organization was greatly 
influenced by the Reverend Daniel Nash, who 
held services in our building for many years. 
A family sized church, we remain Biblically 
conservative and believe the words of the 
Apostles and Nicene Creeds. Our worship music 

is a blend of traditional 
and contemporary. St. 
Matthew’s maintains 
a strong dedication 
for outreach, both on 
the world and local 
levels, and host a 
weekly lunch for the 
community. 2017 
faced us with a large 
challenge to repair our 
church’s steeple, and 
are seeking grants and 
personal donations 
to reach our goal in 
2018. 

St. Paul’s, Waddington: The year 2018 
marks the 200th anniversary of St. Paul’s. After 
being built for a total of $8000.00, on August 22, 
1818, the Rt. Rev. John Henry Hobart, Bishop of 
New York, consecrated the church. The first Priest 
at St. Paul’s was the Rev. Amos Baldwin. 
On August 26, 2018, The Right Rev. William Love, 
Bishop of Albany will be with Fr. Art Garno and 
the congregation to celebrate our bicentennial 
anniversary in a festive worship service thanking 
our Lord for these 200 years and asking for God’s 
Blessings for 
many more years 
of serving Him 
and the people of 
Waddington.  We 
invite everyone 
to join us for this 
celebration and 
worship service.

Christ Church, Walton, is the oldest church 
building in Walton, and one of the oldest in the 
Albany Diocese. Legally organized in February 8, 
1831, it was Consecrated by Bishop Benjamin T. 
Onerdonk into the New York Diocese on August 
22, 1834.  Rev. John G. Messenger was the first 

Rector. We continually 
give all the glory, praise 
and thanks to our Lord 
Jesus Christ for all the 
blessed souls whom 
have found salvation and 
spiritual uplifting as they 
passed through our way. 
By, with and through 
God’s grace, in a short 
time we will have the 
privilege to celebrate our 
Bi-Centennial.

Church of the Holy Cross, Warrensburg, 
was established by the missionary work of the 
Rev’d Robert Fulton Crary in 1861. Services in 
those first years were held in the afternoons at 
the Presbyterian Church. In 1864 the cornerstone 
of the present building was laid and the church 
was consecrated in 1865 by Bishop Potter of 
New York. The Hall & LaBaugh Organ still in use 
today was installed in 1866. The Parish Hall and 
rectory were built 
in 1886. In 1911 
the Hall and Parish 
were joined by the 
cloister, and the 
education wing 
was built in 1978. 
The church has 
undergone several 
major interior 
renovations, 
the last at its 
centenary in 1966.
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Trinity Church, Watervliet: In 1832 the 
Rector of St. Paul’s, Troy, led services in a 
schoolhouse in West Troy, now Watervliet.  Trinity 
was incorporated in 1834.  In 1835 a building 
fund was started while they continued to use 
the schoolhouse. Two church buildings were 
destroyed by fire, the second in 1900.  The 
present church was completed in 1901.  By the 
mid 90’s Trinity had significantly declined.  In 
1998 a permanent priest was assigned, a Deacon 
was added in 2006.  Trinity today is a healthy 
parish with multiple lay-led ministries, giving 15% 
of its income to 
Outreach. Trinity’s 
Mission is to be a 
community that:  
“Worships God 
joyfully, Shares 
the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ 
faithfully, and 
serves ALL in 
need lovingly.”

Trinity Church, Whitehall, was incorporated 
in 1865. Trinity is known as “The Little Church 
with the Big Heart.”  It is an active parish that 
reaches out to the community through offering 
free lunches to the community on the second 
Tuesday of each month and by being active 
supporters of the local food pantry. Though small 
in size, Trinity has a growing Healing Ministry and 
a hunger for The Word of God. We believe and 
have seen the 
mighty work of 
Jesus throughout 
the years. Our 
weekly service is 
Saturday evening 
at 6:00 PM. All 
are welcome. Fr. 
Art Peters has 
been the priest-
in-charge since 
Jan. 2015.

Grace Church, Waterford, has been 
“Sharing the Joy of Jesus” since its founding in 
September 1810.  The parish has a rich history 
of mission and outreach ministries; including 
food pantry, mission trips, healing, and flood 
recovery for the community of Waterford.  Today’s 
church structure was erected in 1841, funded by 
the Vestry at that time, following a devastating 
fire in Waterford in July 1841, which destroyed 
the original structure.  In succeeding years a 
parish hall, kitchen and guild room were added 

on to the church.  
Communicants 
at Grace Church 
embrace the 
mission of the 
Diocese; “Disciples 
Making Disciples” 
seeking to share 
the Gospel of Jesus 
to all. All baptized 
members are 
actively engaged in 
this mission.

St Timothy’s, Westford, 
St. Timothy’s, Westford,  was 
organized in 1838. Services were 
held in the Methodist church 
until 1840 when the church was 
completed and consecrated. It was 
inactive from 1890 to 1921, but 
reopened that year.
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Christ the King Center’s mission is to equip disciples to make disciples 
for the Kingdom of God by ministering to the heart, mind, body, and 

soul of people of all ages, through Christ-centered prayer, Biblical 
teaching, and genuine hospitality, sharing Jesus’ love and healing grace 

in a beautiful, Holy Spirit-fi lled setting.

The original vision for Christ the King Center (CTK) came to Bishop 
Daniel Herzog (8th Bishop of Albany)  after the Futures Committee of 
the Diocese came to the conclusion that the Diocese’s exiting property 
at Barry House on Brant Lake and Beaver Cross near Cooperstown 
could not be adequately developed to meet the growing needs of the 
Diocese of Albany.  An extensive two year search for a new property 

was launched, during which more than 700 possible sites were 
considered.  Ultimately on December12, 2002, the Diocese purchased 

the former 612 acre Leatherstocking Farm located in the beautiful 
hill country of Washington County, outside Greenwich, New York, 
overlooking the majestic Green Mountains of Vermont to the east. 

By the grace of God, with much prayer, hard work, and the generosity 
of countless individuals throughout the Diocese, the property (which 
had a checkered past), was slowly transformed into Christ the King 
Spiritual Life Center.  Prayer teams walked and prayed over every 

foot of the property and though each of the existing buildings (most 
of which were old barns) praying that God would cleanse, bless and 

sanctify the property for His purposes.  He did!  One of the fi rst things 
people often comment on when coming onto the property (besides for 

its natural beauty) is the overwhelming presence of the Holy Spirit.

The CTK property includes a 36 acre private lake; several peaceful 
ponds; a 30 acre wetland; miles of hiking trails on General Schuyler 
Mountain; 1600 feet on the Battenkill River; and abundant wildlife.  

The magnifi cent stone manor house became the Barry House Christian 
Residential Library. An existing barn was transformed into the Oratory 
of Christ the Healer for healing prayer ministry.  Two other barns were 

renovated and turned into the Great Hall Conference Room and 

Continued
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St. Michael’s & All Saints Chapel.  A new Welcome Center 
and Dining Facility was built along with the King’s Inn 

Lodge. In addition, the Beaver Cross  youth facilities located 
at Christ the King Center include: four year-round insulated 
cabins, an infi rmary, youth pavilion, sports fi elds, low and 
high ropes courses, a rock climbing wall, a 1000 foot zip 
line, and other outdoor facilities built to minister to the 

youth of the Diocese and wider community.

Today, Christ the King Spiritual Life Center is visited 
by thousands of people each year from the Diocese, 

the surrounding communities and around the world – 
ministering to people of all ages.  They come to enjoy 
the inspirational natural beauty, exceptional facilities 
and stimulating programs of Christ the King Center.  

They gather for worship, study, retreats and conferences, 
banquets, hobby groups, and family reunions.  They come 

for summer camp and youth events, healing ministry, 
veteran’s programs, outdoor recreation of all sorts, child 

day care, library resources, lodging, and much more.

The story of Christ the King Center would not be complete 
without mentioning our dear friends and partners in 

ministry – The Community of St. Mary (the fi rst religious 
order established in the Episcopal Church in 1865).  The 
Sisters of St. Mary sold their original convent in Peekskill, 
purchased approximately 100 acres of the original 612 

acre farm, moved to Greenwich and built a new convent.  
Although an independent organization, they are very much 

a part of the life and ministry at Christ the King Center.  
We are richly blessed by their prayerful presence and many 
ministries.  God is truly working in wonderful and mighty 

ways in and through the ministry of Christ the King and the 
Community of St. Mary’s.

Continued
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Hudson Valley Deanery 

Cairo – Calvary Church
Catskill – St. Luke’s Church
Chatham – St. Luke’s Church
Copake Falls – St. John in the Wilderness
Coxsackie – Christ Church
Greenville – Christ Church
Hudson – Christ Church 
Kinderhook – St. Paul’s Church
Lebanon Springs – Church of Our Saviour
Palenville – Gloria Dei Church
Philmont – St. Mark’s Church
Tannersville – St. John’s Church
Twilight Park – All Angels Church

Metropolitan Deanery 

Albany – Cathedral of All Saints
Albany – St. Francis Mission
Albany – St. Andrew’s Church
Albany – St. Paul’s Church
Albany – St. Peter’s Church
Cohoes – St. John’s Church
Colonie – St. Michael’s Church
Delmar – St. Stephen’s Church
Duanesburg – Christ’s Church
Guilderland – St. Boniface’s Church
Latham – St. Matthew’s Church
Rensselaer – Church of the Redeemer
Rensselaerville – Trinity Church
Schenectady – Christ Church
Schenectady – St. George’s Church
Schenectady – St. Paul’s Church
Schenectady – St. Stephen’s Church
Scotia – St. Andrew’s Church
Troy – St. John’s Church
Troy – St. Paul’s Church
Watervliet – Trinity Church

Northern Adirondack Deanery 

Au Sable Forks – St. James’ Church
Champlain – Christ & St. John’s Church
Elizabethtown – Church of the Good Shepherd               
Essex – St. John’s Church
Keeseville – St. Paul’s Church
Lake Placid – St. Eustace Church
Paul Smith’s – St. John in the Wilderness
Plattsburgh – Trinity Church
St. Hubert’s – All Souls Memorial Church
Saranac Lake – St. Luke’s, Church

Saint Lawrence Deanery 

Canton – Grace Church
Colton – Zion Church 
Gouverneur – Trinity Church
Malone – St. Mark’s Church
Massena – St. John’s Church
Morley – Trinity Church 
Morristown – Christ Church
Norwood – St. Philip’s Church
Ogdensburg – St. John’s Church 
Potsdam – Trinity Church 
Star Lake – Church of the Nativity
Tupper Lake – St. Thomas’ Church
Waddington – St. Paul’s Church
 

Deaneries of the Diocese
Continued next page
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Southern Adirondack Deanery 

Adirondack Mission:
    Brant Lake – St. Paul’s Church 
    Chestertown – Church of the Good Shepherd
    Newcomb – St. Barbara’s Church 
    North Creek – St. Christopher’s Church
    Schroon Lake – St. Andrew’s Church
Blue Mtn Lake – Church of the Transfiguration
Bolton Landing – St. Sacrement Church
Glens Falls – Church of the Messiah
Granville – Trinity Church
Hudson Falls – Zion Church
Lake George – St. James’ Church
Lake Luzerne – St. Mary’s Church 
Pottersville – Christ Church
Ticonderoga – Church of the Cross
Warrensburg – Church of the Holy Cross
Whitehall – Trinity Church

Continued from previous page

Deaneries of the Diocese

Susquehanna Deanery 

Bloomville – St. Paul’s Church
Cobleskill – St. Christopher’s Church
Cooperstown – Christ Church
Delhi – St. John’s Church
Deposit – Christ Church
Downsville – St. Mary’s Church
Franklin – St. Paul’s Church
Gilbertsville – Christ Church
Hobart – St. Peter’s Church
Lake Delaware – St. James’ Church
Margaretville – St. Margaret’s Church
Morris – Zion Church
Morris Manor – All Saints Church
Oneonta – St. James’ Church
Schenevus – Church of the Holy Spirit
Sidney – St. Paul’s Church
Unadilla – St. Matthew’s Church
Walton – Christ Church
West Middleburgh – St. Paul’s Church
Westford – St. Timothy’s Church

Upper Hudson Deanery 

Ballston Spa – Christ Church
Boyntonville – Church of the Holy Name
Burnt Hills – Calvary Church
Cambridge – St. Luke’s Church
Clifton Park – St. George’s Church
Fort Edward – St. James’ Church
Greenwich – St. Paul’s Church 
Hoosick – All Saints Church
Hoosick Falls – St. Mark’s Church
Lansingburgh – Trinity Church (Troy)
Mechanicville – St. Luke’s Church
Round Lake – All Saints Church 
Salem – St. Paul’s Church
Saratoga Springs – Bethesda Church
Schuylerville – St. Stephen’s Church 

Western Mohawk Deanery 

Amsterdam – St. Ann’s Church
Canajoharie – Church of the Good Shepherd
Cherry Valley – Grace Church
Fourth Lake – St. Peter’s Church
Herkimer – Christ Church 
Ilion – St. Augustine’s Church 
Johnstown – St. John’s Church
Lake Pleasant – St. Hubert’s of the Lakes Church
Little Falls – Emmanuel Church 
Mohawk – Grace Church
Richfield Springs – St. John’s Church
Springfield Center – St. Mary’s Church
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hile much has changed 
over the past 150 

years, one thing that has 
remained constant is the 
solid foundation upon which 
the Diocese of Albany is built 
– Jesus Christ!  Reflecting 
that reality, the theme for 
this year’s 150th Diocesan 
Convention is: “Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday, today and 
forever!” (Hebrews 13:8)  

Among the more than 800 
people expected to be in 
attendance, the Diocese 
of Albany is honored and 
blessed to have several 
distinguished bishops and 
guests representing The 
Episcopal Church and wider 
Anglican Communion join 
us for this year’s historic 
150th Anniversary Diocesan 
Convention (June 8 -10, 
2018), at Camp of the Woods 
in Speculator.  This year’s 
special visitors come to us 
from three different continents 
-- North America, Europe and 
Africa.  They include: The 
Most Reverend Michael Bruce 
Curry, Presiding Bishop of 
the Episcopal Church; The 
Rt. Reverend Harold Miller, 
Bishop of Down and Dromore 
(Northern Ireland), and his 
wife, Liz; The Rt. Reverend 
David Parsons, Bishop of 
the Arctic, and his wife, Rita; 
The Rt. Reverend Fanuel 
Emmanuel Magangani, 
Bishop of the Anglican 
Diocese of Northern Malawi; 

and The Rt. Reverend Todd 
McGregor, Bishop of Toliara 
(Madagascar), and his wife, 
The Rev Patsy McGregor.  
We are not only blessed to 
have them join us, but their 
presence is a reminder that we 
are part of something larger 
than ourselves.

Presiding Bishop Curry is the 
guest speaker at the Plenary 
Session on Saturday morning, 
and guest preacher at the 
Saturday afternoon Eucharist. 
He is also the Celebrant at the 
Sunday morning Youth Mass.  
Bishop Parsons will be the 
preacher at the Youth Mass.  
In addition to helping lead 
some of the many workshops 
throughout the weekend, 
+Bishop Miller, +Bishop 
Parsons, +Bishop Magangani, 
and +Bishop McGregor 
will join Bishop Love in the 
Saturday afternoon Plenary 
Panel Discussion focusing on 
how God is equipping and 
using lay ministers within each 
of their dioceses.  

W

Continued next page
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One of the many special 
highlights at this year’s 
convention will be the opening 
procession of the Saturday 
afternoon Eucharist during 
which representatives from 
each parish in the Diocese 
will carry a specially designed 
banner representing their 
parish.

Apart from the official business 
session, the Diocesan 
Convention is truly a family 

event ministering to young and 
old alike through – Vacation 
Bible School for the younger 
kids; the Youth Rally for the 
Jr. and Sr. High age kids; a 
variety of wonderful workshops 
(focusing on various parish 
and lay ministries); two plenary 
sessions; Spirit-filled worship; 
beautiful music (traditional 
and contemporary); excellent 
preaching; a time for prayer 
and healing ministry; Christian 
fellowship with family and 

friends from around the 
Diocese and wider Anglican 
Communion; entertainment 
and recreation, all in a beautiful 
Adirondack setting.  It is our 
hope and prayer that God will 
be honored and glorified and 
that His people and Church will 
be richly blessed during this 
150th Diocesan Convention.

We now bring this 150th Anniversary celebratory booklet of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Albany to a close, however, it is not the end of the story.  For the past 150 years, 
the Diocesan mission of fulfilling the Great Commandment and Great Commission, 
spreading the “Good News” of Jesus Christ, making known Christ’s redeeming and 
transforming love has been unwavering.  It is our hope and prayer, that by God’s 
grace and the leading and empowering of the Holy Spirit, the clergy and laity of 
our generation and generations to come will continue to faithfully carry out this 
mission until the Lord returns.
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